Ie Priest 


Edited By Priests For Priests 


Father Ewing examines Egbert 
(See page 792) 


Again: ‘Regimentation Is 


| Forbidden” 222222 2:552---=2 2, 837 
| : f The Breviary: School for 
Failure?) 22 es ee 841 
mrrente Calamo ..............-.-.---- 7187 What- Is) a’ Sisters -. = 845 
otalitarian Education -............ 809 Questions on the Liturgy -...... 847 
hiifornia’s School Tax Battle 314 ‘Colored Title’ and Common 
ne Golden Age Clube ie 821 Rrleon ke ee 851 
tenaissance of Catholic Debate 826 Book Reviews 


jore on Regimentation _.......... 834 Correspondence 


SAN AYU 


No.2005 A~. ——_—_Ghristmas Scene Light 
Holy Family Light’ ee 


. No, 2002 
Gur Lady of Lourdes tatention Light 


St. jude intention Lig: 


Peace Candle Intention Light No. 2003 
St. Patrick Intention Light 


Ideal Way to Provide Extra Revenues for the 
Church and its Work! | 


Beautiful, New 7-Day Intention Candles 
by 


The striking beauty of these new glass- 
enclosed Emkay 7-day Intention Candles 
has been achieved through Candelart, 
Emkay’s new and exclusive process of 
candle ornamentation. 


} 
e | 


Purveyors to the Vatican 
ty Appcintment 


Each candle bears a design relating to a 
specific Patron Saint or season of the 
year. Thus, Intention Candles constitute 
a practical and appropriate means of 
providing added funds the year around 
for supporting the work of the Church. 

For details on these and many other 
Church candles and accessories see your 


Emkay representative, or mail the coupon 
below. 
MUENCH-KREUZER 
Candle Co., Inc. 
Syracuse 1, N.Y. 


Muench-Kreuzer Candle Co.. Inc. 


Dept. T-1059, Syracuse ], N.Y. 


Please send me your 28-page, complete 
illustrated Candle Catalog. 
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A partial list of ‘Fair Share’ * 
Capital Fund Campaigns directed by 


Thomas Richard Finn and Associates 
SINCE FEBRUARY, 1959 


Geal Obtained 
NEW CHURCH 


St. Elizabeth’s Parish, Kansas City, Missouri $375,000. $435,100 


St. Anthony’s Parish, Casa Grande, Arizona __ 125,000. 183,000 
Christ the King Parish, Omaha, Nebraska ______ 300;0002=a 488,014 
NEW SCHOOL 
Visitation Parish, Kansas City, Missouri SIL S O10) 0 aieeete 502,000 
Blessed Sacrament Parish, Laredo, Texas _____ 1O0;000 = 113,500 
St. Patrick’s Parish, Fremont, Nebraska ____ 22 yO00 n= 304,873 
St. Xavier Parish, Junction City, Kansas ___ 250;0002= 270,000 
St. Joseph’s Parish, Holbrook, Massachusetts _. 300,000_____ 325,000 
St. Anthony’s Parish, Johnstown, Pa. _____ 175,0002__ 212,700 
(and Convent) 
St. Mary’s Parish, Lancaster, Ohio 500;000=== 725,000 
| HIGH SCHOOL 
Sacred Heart Parish, Massena, New York ____ 35000022 480,000 
(and Grade School Addition) 
St. Mary’s Parish, Massena, New York ___. 200 000n== 240,000 
(and Grade School Addition) 
City Parishes of Greater Dayton, Ohio _________ 3,000,000. 4,971,600 


BUILDING FUND AND DEBT LIQUIDATION 


St. Catherine’s Parish, Kansas City, Missouri . 175,000... 271,690 
(and New Convent) . 

Christ the King Parish, Kansas City, Missouri _ 225,000 -___ 325,100 
(Debt Liquidation only) 


StPeter-s=Parishyearedo, *lexds ya = 81,000 
(New Rectory) 

St. John’s Parish, Plattsburgh, New York ____ 369,600 
(Debt Liquidation only) 

St. Matthew’s Parish, Topeka, Kansas __-_-------- _ 150,000 


THOMAS RICHARD FINN 


AND ASSOCIATES 
314 East 5ist Street fy 


¢ 


Kansas City 12, Missouri 


ITY, mioye 
ND ASSOCIATE: 


‘FINN 
J re: "Off, 


Jegitered U.S. Pos 
trode work Registered (Conoco) 


K cansas 
THOMAS RICHAR 


Telephone: PLaza 3-4155 a 
*Trademark Registered — Canada / *Reg. U. S. Pat Off. 
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GOOD ADVIGE, FATHER, 


on the highways or in "the church, 
particularly when fund-raising is involved. 


Every fund raising campaign is a double opportunity to 


1. Create a capital fund for 


a designated purpose. 


2. Increase weekly parish income. 
So we suggest ... Proceed with Caution. Examine 
the records of the organization you are considering. 
Ours are always open to your inspection. 


aN 


Frelusivelu Catholic 4 1HE Chup WRITE OR TELEPHONE COLLECT 
€ 
KS: 


TO EITHER OF OUR OFFICES 


MIDWEST 

821 No. Karlov Ave. 
Chicago 51, Illinois 
BElmont 5-7055 


WEST COAST 


ECCLESIASTICAL apenas: East, 
FINANCIAL PLANNERS 


Sonoma, California 
WEbster 8-4596 
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Suspended Priest 
In Politics 


CCORDING to NCWC-News 
Service, the new government 

of the new Congo Republic, for- 
merly a province of French Equa- 
torial Africa, is headed by a priest 
who has been disciplined by his 
bishop for engaging in politics. 

He is Fulbert Youlou, who con- 
tinues to use the title of “Father” 
and wear his cassock despite the 
fact that he has been asked not to 
do so by Church authorities and 
has been suspended from his 
priestly functions. 

Premier Youlou heads a regime 
that governs about 750,000 people 
in a central African country slight- 
ly larger than New Mexico—the 
former colony of Middle Congo. 
Set up as an independent republic 


in the French Community last No- | 


vember, it is a nation whose poli- 
tics are inextricably mixed up 
with intertribal strife and the 
rivalry of native religious sects. 

In the new Congo Republic 
cabinet, named earlier this month, 
Premier Youlou also holds the 
posts of Foreign Minister and Min- 
ister of Justice. 

The cabinet’s formation  fol- 
lowed the June elections that gave 
the party, founded by the 42-year- 
old Premier, a large majority in 
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SAINTS 
FOR 
SINNERS 


by Alban 
Goodier, S.J. 
Nine unusual 
saints whose lives 
have special sig- 
nificance for 
modern men and 
women. 160 pag- 
es. 65¢ 
Inspiring, sensitively-drawn por- 
traits of human beings whose 
temptations and struggles are 
strikingly similar to our own 
weaknesses and defects. St. 
Augustine, reckless and pleas- 
ure-seeking; St. Francis Xavier, 
often discouraged; St. Camillus 
de Lellis, lazy and a gambler; 
St. Margaret of Cortona, beau- 
tiful courtesan; St. John of the 
Cross, often spiritually arid; 
and more. This is ‘“must’’ read- 
ing for troubled souls. 
Write today for a complete list 
of parish reading materials. 
One to 7 copies, 65c; 8 to 15 cop- 


ies, 59¢; 16 or more copies, 49c. 
NATIONAL 

CATHOLIC 
READING 

DIsSTRIBUTORE 


180 VARICK ST.. NEW YORK 14. N.Y. 
TELEPHONE WATKINS 4-3560 
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the national legislature. These 
elections grew out of bloody riot- 
ing in the capital city of Brazza- 
ville last February in which more 
than 100 lives were lost. 


The rioting was between rival 
tribesmen — the Balali of the Con- 
go River basin and the M’Bochi, 
whose main strength lies in the 
northern part of the country. Pre- 
mier Youlou, who wears a gun 
with his cassock and is followed 
about by armed bodyguards, is 
deeply involved in the _ tribal 
struggle. 


Born in Mounbouolo on the out- 
skirts of Brazzaville, the Premier 
was educated in a mission school 
here and later at a seminary in 
the neighboring province of 
Gabon. Following his ordination 
he served as an assistant priest 


THE PRIEST 


THE PRIEST is 
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“Take heed to thyself and to thy teaching: 
doing, thou wilt save both thyself and those who hear thee.” 
First Epistle of St. Paul to Timothy (iv. 16) 


Our Sunday Visitor, 
as second-class matter December 20, 1944 
at the Post Office at Huntington, Indiana, under the act of March 3, 1879. 


at St. Anne’s Cathedral, Brazza- 
ville. 

He was already in trouble with 
Church authorities when he ran. 
as a candidate in the 1956 legis-| 
lative elections despite the formal 
prohibition of Archbishop Michel 
Bernard, C.S.Sp., of Brazzaville. 

Since that time he has made 
some efforts to regularize his posi- 
tion as a priest. They have been | 
unsuccessful, however, because he | 
has failed to satisfy the require- ; 
ments of priestly discipline. 

A Delicate Situation 

Church authorities, eager to do) 
everything possible to prevent the 
situation from growing into a/| 
crisis, have remained silent on the 
matter. 

Premier Youlou was defeated in | 
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JUST PUBLISHED 


Manual of Canon Law 
by FERNANDO DELLA ROCCA 


A remarkably well-organized and complete commentary on 
the Code. Follows the text of the Code itself and all 
pertinent material is collated under each general heading. 
Exceptionally complete coverage given to Books Four and 
Five of the Code. $9.50 


Canon Law Digest 
1958 SUPPLEMENT 


by T. LINCOLN BOUSCAREN, S.J. 
and JAMES {f. O’CONNOR, S.J. 


Includes all the decrees and decisions for 1958. Loose- 
leaf in envelope, $2.75. Binder, 75 cents. Subscription 
plan for automatic receipt of Supplements is available at 
no extra cost. 


Praying tn Public 
by the REV. THOMAS REGIS MURPHY 


A unique, paper-bound, much needed little book which prv- 
vides a wide variety of invocations and benedictions for 
all possible public occasions, both religious and secular. 
Some interesting tips for the clergy in the Introduction. 


$1.25 
The Cardinal Stritch Story 


by MARIE C. BUEHRLE 


The popular personality of Samuel Cardinal Stritch em- 


erges with fascinating reality in the pages of this warmly 


personal biography. $3.95 


Do you have your copy of the book which tells ALL 
about the Masons: CHRISTIANITY AND AMERICAN 


FREEMASONRY by William Whalen? $3.75 


At your bookstore 


THE BRUCE PUBLISHING COMPANY 
1410 Bruce Bldg., Milwaukee 1, Wis. 
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Fall books 
from NEWMAN 


THE TRIAL OF JESUS 


by Dr. Josef Blinzler, translated by Is- 
abel and Florence McHugh. “No one 
interested in the greatest of all trials 
should be without this truly excellent 
book.’’—Ralph Gorman, C.P. in_ The 
Sign. $4.75 


WE ARE NOW CATHOLICS 


edited by Karl Hardt, S.J. Four former 
Lutheran pastors (one was a_ bishop) 
tell the story of their long road from 
"Evangelical Christianity’ to the See 
of Peter.’ “An outstanding contribu- 
tion to the literature of conversion.’“— 
Sir Arnold Lunn. $3.9 


CHRISTIANITY 
IN CONFLICT 


by John A. Hardon, S.J. There have 
been several books written by Protest- 
ants, giving the Protestant assessment 
of Catholicism. Few, if any, Catholic 
authors, however, have written on 
Protestantism. Father Hardon, author 
of the successful The Protestant 
Churches of America, corrects this 
deficiency with his latest work. 

Ready in October $4.00 


1859 IN REVIEW 


A Single Year’s Effect 
on the Modern World 


by Thomas P. Neill, Ph.D. An exciting, 
factual, and easily read book, discuss- 
ing the events of 1859, and tracing 
their effects on toes world. 

Shortly $2.75 


THE SIN OF THE ANGEL 


An Essay on a Re-Interpretation 
of Some Thomistic Positions 


by Jacques Maritain, Translated by 
William L. Rossner, S.J. M. Maritain 
investigates, and explains, in his cus- 
tomary high style of scholarship and 
accuracy, what the condition of the 
Fallen Angels might have been had 
they not sinned. Shortly $3.00 


Wherever good books are sold 


The Newman Press 
WESTMINSTER, MARYLAND 


Currente Calamo 


his attempt to win a seat in the 
legislature in the 1956 elections, 
but later the same year he was 
elected mayor of Brazzaville, a 
post he still holds. 


In 1957 he was elected to the 
Middle Congo legisiature, which 
set up a semi-autonomous local 
government in which he served as 
the Minister of Agriculture in the 
cabinet of Jacques Opangault, 
leader of the African Socialist | 
Movement. The Socialist group, | 
whose members are mostly | 
M’Bochis, outnumbered the pres- 
ent Premier’s party of Balalis— 
the Democratic Union for the De- | 
fense of African Interests—by one 
vote in that legislature. 


Later the suspended priest per- 
suaded a Socialist deputy, Georges | 
Yambot, to change parties. Thus | 
when the republic was established 
in November his Democratic 
Union had a one-vote majority 
and he became the Congo’s first 
Premier. The deputy’s change of 
party led to violence in which 
four persons were killed and more 
than a score injured. 


The opposition also protested 
formally against the maneuvering | 
that brought about the deputy’s 
switch, and demanded new elec- 
tions. Premier Youlou, however, 
refused to call them and as a re- 
sult the Brazzaville riots broke out 
in February. After three days of 
bloodshed French troops restored 
order and the Premier announced 
that new elections would be held. 
These came in June and gave him 
a greatly increased majority. 

In addition to his involvement 
in tribal politics, the Premier has 
also reportedly taken part in the 
propaganda efforts of a native 
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CROSIER 


A GENERAL INTEREST 
CATHOLIC MONTHLY 


Awarded FIRST place 


for general excellence of content 
1959 Catholic Press Convention 


Special LOW gift rates for PRIESTS 


(REGULARLY $3.00 PER YEAR) 


ONE YEAR $6.00 THREE YEARS $ 5.00 


OUR GIFT! An attractive, durable rosary (black, blue, 
pink or white) sent at your request. 


SHORTLY BEFORE CHRISTMAS we’ll send a Special Gift 
Card to each recipient in your name. 


PARISH TRUSTEES / CHOIR MEMBERS 
PERFECT FOR: SOCIETY OFFICERS / USHERS CLUB 
. FRIENDS, RELATIVES AND BENEFACTORS 
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SACRA- KIT 


YOU need this practical 


Portable Sick Call Set 


for these reasons . 


@ Designed by a priest for use in 
hospitals, homes and emergencies. 


@ Ideal for Communion calls and 
administering the Last Rites. 


@ Tough, attractive leatherette fab- 
ric covers Sacra-Kit’s durable wood 
construction. Velvet lined. Last for 
years but won’‘t show its age! 

@ Compact: 11Y%4x10%"x4” overall. 

@ Pull-out drawer provide _ instant 
access to your Ritual and stole, 
plus purificator, cotton receptacles 
and other sick call needs. 


@ Complete with removable crucitix, 
two glass-enclosed candles, exclus- 
ive design spill-proof ablution cup, 
linen cloth and holy water bottle 
: ERYTHING you need al- 
ways at your fingertips! 

® Satisfaction guaranteed! 


Ideal gift for priests anytime! 
only $29.75 complete 
F.0.B. MINNEAPOLIS 


or order from your local 
church goods dealer 


MFG. BY 


L. A. CALHOUN CO. 
4020 ELLIOT AVENUE 
MINNEAPOLIS 7, MINNESOTA 
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religious sect which promotes the 
cult of the late Andre Matswa. 


Andre Matswa was a native po- 
litical and religious leader who) 
died in prison in Mayama in 1942. | 
Since then his followers have 
sought to present him as a new 
incarnation of Christ and placed 
him in a trinity of which Christ 
Himself and a native fetish called 
Ngol—regarded as the deification | 
of President Charles de Gaulle of 
France—are also parts. 

The sect is growing rapidly and} 
seems to have considerable politi- | 
cal importance. In the 1956 legis-| 
lative elections, for example, 35, 
per cent of the votes cast in 
Brazzaville were cast for Matswa 
who had then been dead for 14 
years. 

Today, according to reports, the; 
Premier is letting it be said that} 
he is the successor of Matswa. 


This Month’s Cover 


ESTHER Franklin J. Ewing, S.J., 

Director of Research Services 
at Fordham, takes final measure- | 
ments of the skull of a boy born. 
in Lebanon 30,000 years ago. The 
crushed cranium was discovered 
in a cave outside Beirut in 1948. 
Found imbedded in a conglomer- 
ate chunk of stone, the skull’s 
bone fragments were removed 
from the rock and reconstructed 
at the Peabody Museum of Har- 
vard University. The reconstruc- 
tion confirmed that the head had 
been that of a boy about eight 
years old who had lost some of’ 
his first teeth. The skull has been 
known as “Egbert” because, Father ° 
Ewing explained, it was “the first 
name that came to hand.” 
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Our Best Seller 


EEE PeASM Phe 


THIS IS 
YOUR MASS | 


describes every movement of 
the priest at Mass... explains 
why the priest makes each 
movement ... tells why the 
priest says each prayer. 


Over 100,000 have come to 
understand, love, appreciate the 
Mass — this pamphlet is just 
what the Holy See ordered so 
your parishioners “will not be 
mere dumb spectators” at the 
Mass. 


This pamphlet is a “must” for 
every parish where the laity 
are encouraged to take an 
active, intelligent part in every 
Mass. 


@ Recommended for Adults 
Children — Converts 


THE CARMELITE PRESS 


55 Demarest Ave / Englewood, N. J. 


(lic ea./ discount on bulk orders) 
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Currente 
Retreat For Housekeepers 


record number of 52 women 

from Minnesota, North Dako- 
ta, South Dakota, Iowa, and Canada 
attended the third annual retreat 
for rectory housekeepers at St. Jo- 
seph’s Academy, Crookston, Minne- 
sota. 


In an address which opened the 
retreat, Bishop Francis J. Schenk 
of Crookston expressed enthusiasm 
that the retreat movement 
among the housekeepers is grow- 
ing. He spoke of the important role 
of the housekeeper in the Catholic 
rectory and of the very special vo- 
cation which it carries. The retreat 
was conducted by Father Joseph 
Sibenaller, S.J., from the Jesuit 
Retreat House in Minneapolis. 


Varia 


NYONE interested in obtain- 

ing candle-wicking is invited 
to correspond with Father Clair 
C. Drummy, 1010 Des Moines St., 
Webster City, Iowa. 


pas 


The following verses, submit- 
ted by Father William J. Cantwell 
of San Francisco, will undoubtedly 
help your catchechism classes re- 
call the names of the twelve. 
apostles: 


Peter and Andrew, 
Jimmie & John, 
Philip & Bartley, 
Matthew & Tom. 


Another little Jimmy, 
And Simon to boot, 
Jude the Jacobi i 
And Jude the galute. 


Father P. H. Demers, S.M., of 
C. M. Asitavi, P. O. Sohano, New | 
Guinea, asks us to keep reminding 
our Reverend Readers of the ur- 
gent need for books on the mis- | 
sions. ‘‘We are so short of funds,” | 
he says, “that it is impossible to 
subscribe to good magazines and | 
to buy the numerous good books 
that are published; and so slowly 
we atrophy, our ideas become 
stereotyped, we repeat ourselves | 
and become dull. | 


“Reading is the one and almost | 
only recreation a missionary has, 


back. 


boards. 
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Name-plate frosted 
around face is invisible, 
matic Tyme clock. 


BRONZE, COPP 
INUM for DELUXE boards. 


“THE SIGN OF TOMORROW’’ 


These ALL-METAL “NEON BULLETIN BOARDS” are for 
City or Country. 
and its MESSAGES 


SUPERB for identifying the CHURCH 
day or night. Closed front, removable 
lass. Day light white neon 
22 letters for messages. Auto- 


22 years of satisfactory service. For further illustrated 
information write to... 


THE NEON BULLETIN BOARD 


P. O. Box 67, Richmond, Ind. 
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CATHOLIC EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS 


(One of a Series) 


BUILT AFTER LAWSON ASSOCIATES CAMPAIGNS 


Immaculate Conception School 
North Surrey, B.C., Canada 


Our Objective: ............:... $40,000 
SHUSCEIDCN ee. ret $59,114 


There is no reason why every parish in the land can not have 
the schools which are needed today. A Lawson Associates Area 
Representative will be pleased to visit you for a discussion of 
your funds needs, without cost or obligation. Write or telephone, 
collect, any of our offices today. 


z 


LAWSOMNn ASSOCIATES in 
HOME OFFICE: 


53 North Park Avenue - Rockville Centre, New York 
Rockville Centre 6-8000 


BRANCHES: 
3545 Lindell Boulevard 24 North Wabash Ave. 101 Jones Building 
St. Louis 3, Missouri Chicago 2, Illinois Seattle 1, Washington 
Jefferson 5-6022 Financial 6-4504 Mutual 2-369 1 
430 West Monroe Street 2015 Jj Street 624-736 Granville St. 
Jacksonville 2, Florida Sacramento 14, Calif. Vancouver, B. C. 
Elgin 3-3226 Hickory 6-5759 Mutual 4-2618 
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FROM SUNDAY 
TO SUNDAY 


Thomas Plassmann, O.F.M. 


The perfect book for: the 


priest who plans a sermon or 
series of sermons on the mean- 
ing and arrangement of the se- 
quence of the liturgical year, 


and for the layman who feels 
he could get a good deal more 
from the use of a Sunday Mis- 
sal. Ecclesiastical authorities 
have directed that a translation 
of this work is to be used as a 
text in seminaries throughout 
Italy. $3.00 


BOOKSTORES OR DEPT. 4-2785 
St. Anthony Guild Press 


PATERSON, NEW JERSEY 


Neat, Modern, Thro-Away 
“CHAPLAIN” 
COLLARS 


ONE LOW PRICE 


4 dozen for $5.00 


Be neat, comfortable, and SAVE money! 
Only one style; double-ply and reversible. 
No wilting, no fraying, no hot synthetic 
look. When fresh-look fades, just throw 
collar away! Front 154” packed flat, per- 
fect for travel! If in doubt, specify shirt 
collar size. Money Back Guarantee. 
Postage prepaid in U.S.A. 
Sorry, No C.O.D. 


Westport Fibercraft Co., Westport, Conn. 


| enclose $5 for FOUR DOZEN “Chaplain” 

style collars in the size circled below: 
144%. 13 15Y% 16 16Y, 17 17 

Name 


Address ___ 
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and we have a lot of time to da 
it, but the lack of good reading: 
and money to buy it makes u 
read anything that falls into our 
hands.” | 

Why not go over your library 
one of these long evenings an 
cull a crate of books for one o 
these poor, isolated brothers i 
Christ? 


j 


Any priest interested in further 
ing the Block Rosary devotion 
may obtain free literature on the} 
apostolate from Mr. N. J. Schorn,, 
Director, Block Rosary Lay Apos-} 
tolate, 


651 Marlborough Avenue,| 
Detroit 15, Michigan. 
| 

The Lutheran Church-Missouri) 
Synod, with an estimated mem- 
bership of 2,500,000, has proposed’ 
unity talks with the American) 
Lutheran Church, a newly feder-| 
ated combine of three Lutheran) 
faith organizations. 

Doctrinal purity is a_ prere-| 
quisite for unity, with the Synod’s 
1932 statement of doctrine accept- 
ed as basic, i.e., that the entire 
Bible is the word of God and that 
“the Papacy is anti-christ.” 


The Jews, too, have recently 
organized their own society for 
the propagation of the faith to 
proselytize among gentile Ameri- 
cans. Known as the Jewish In- 
formation Society, the new body 
is composed of laymen and clergy. 
All three branches of American 
Judaism — Reform, Orthodox, and 
Conservative — are represented 
on the society’s governing board. 


We have just received the first 
volume of a new seminary publi- 
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Before you 
Stoke up... 


* Defective Heating Plants are the No. 1 Cause of Church Fires 


FOR FREE QUOTATION CONTACT 
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ESPECIALLY 
FOR PRIESTS 
Writers in 
Roman Collars: 
Freelancing for Catholics 


by Henry F. Unger. Ad- 
dressed primarily to priests 
and seminarians, here a 
professional freelance ad- 
vises beginners how to 
make money—and advance 
the apostolate — writing 
for the slicks, the trade, 
journals and, especially, 
the expanding Catholic 
market. The most com- 
plete, up-to-date and ac- 
curate guide to the require- 
ments of over 140 Cath- 
olic periodicals. $3.95 


Search for Sanctity 


by Abbot Damian Jentges, 
0.S.B. During his quarter 
century as a director of 
souls, Abbot Damian real- 
ized that the _ spiritual 
needs of lay people are 
basic, repeating themselves 
in various ways in each 
life. This series of real life 
spiritual case histories— 
an exceptionally popular 
feature in St. Joseph Mag- 
azine and now published 
for the first time in book 
form — was the sare 


At bookstores or from Dept. P 


Academy Guild Press 


BOX 549 
FRESNO, CALIFORNIA 
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cation, AT-ONE-MENT, edited by’ 
the Fathers of the Atonement. 
Running to 96 pages, it includes 
10 articles, a bibliography of cur- 
rent Catholic ecumenical litera- 
ture, and 21 pages listing Papal 
documents relating to Churc 
unity, with a brief annotation o 
each title. All communications re 
garding this publication should be 
addressed to the editor at Atone-+ 
ment Seminary, 145 Taylor St., N.} 
E. Washington 17, D. C. 


Japanese Converts 


pA NY ONE needing catechetical 

assistance with Japanese con 
verts is invited to contact Father 
John T. Kakizaki, M.S.W., at the} 
Social Action Department of the; 
Diocese of Brooklyn, 191 Jorale-' 
mon St., Brooklyn 1, N. Y. 


Days of Yore 


ALK at table turned the other) 

day to the disappearance of the 
colorful priest, the individualist, | 
from the American scene. Or is} 
the older generation perennially’ 
colorful? 


One used to hear so much talk. 
of the one or two eccentric pastors: 
of the dioecse who used to be sus-. 
pended at regular intervals for 
failing to turn in some report on 
time; they were simply unable to 
cope with the emergent formali- 
ties necessary in a highly organ- 
ized Church trying to run at maxi- 
mum efficiency. Somehow these 
men always managed to have the 
suspension lifted in time for Sat- 
urday confessions. 
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LIKE HAVING 


MORE TIME IN THE PULPIT! 


Me aae™ 
pail : 


Of course you’d like more time 
in the pulpit, to talk about so 
many things. 


Just place the VICTORIAN 
on your vestibule racks. Let 
Father Baker’s Magazine for 
ALL the Family “extend your 
remarks.”’ Departments for each 
member of the Catholic family, 
stories, editorials. . . 


WE take the risk, of course, 
for unsold copies. And _ the 
VICTORIAN is a good project 
for some parish society that 
wants to help you. 


Just mark a postcard “Con- 
signment” — after you sign 
your name, we’ll do the rest. If 
you want to see a_ recent 
VICTORIAN, just mark a post- 
card “Sample.” 


THE VICTORIAN 


Our Lady of Victory Homes 
LACKAWANNA 18, N.Y. 
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Then there was the pastor who 
used to clean out the saloons in 
his parish with a baseball bat; and 
the man who welcomed his arch- 
bishop for confirmation, showed 
him how to lock the church, and 
then left immediately—after def- 
erential apologies—for a Forty 
Hours down the line. 


One of our local stories tells of 
a brilliant but rather boisterous 
assistant who would, now and 
then, rather pointedly be omitted 
from a list of guests at some near- 
by celebration. But being natural- 
ly big-hearted, he would always 
go anyway, “just to show,” as he 
assured his reluctant host, “that 
there are no hard feelings.” 


This particular priest dropped 
dead on his way home from his 
weekly confession. Lucky man! 


Revival Meetings 
Evaluated 


Wie the current era of mass 
evangelism, personified by) 
globe-trotting Billy Graham, have 
a lasting effect on North America 
religious and cultural life? 


“No,” says William G. McLough 
lin, assistant professor of history, 
and American civilization at Bro 
University and a long-time studen 
of revivalism, in his new boo 
Modern Revivalism. 


The book reviews the religiou 
awakenings and revivals of the las 
135 years, assuming that moderr 
revivalism as Americans and Cana 
dians know it began about 1825 
with Charles G. Finney. It is more 
than mildly critical of the phe; 
nomenon. | 


plete 


HANS AND 
ADOLPH 


can only be from Oberammergau 
carved in our studio 


Your Crib ; 


WE ARE SCULPTORS IN WOOD 


executing all types of figures, cruci- 
fixes, stations of the cross, reliefs, com- 


church 


furnishings, crib-sets 


Your inquiry is invited. 


In U. S. contact: Mr. Frank A. Trepani, 
LITURGICAL IMPORTS, LTD. 
17 Murray Street, New York 7, N. Y. 


HEINZELLER 


WOODCARVERS 


OBERAMMERGAU 


BREITENAU / KIRCHECK 


800 
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How do you explain it? 


Although more and more fund-raising firms have come 
into being within the last few years and competition 
soared to an all-time high, MWO continues to grow. 
Perhaps, these are just a few reasons to account for 
MWO’s growth: 


© MWO has been setting higher goals and has 
been making them. 


© MWO assigns to each campaign an experienced, 
qualified director, not a glorified office man- 
ager or a “somebody” serving merely as a 
“show case” for the firm. 


® MWO brings to each campaign individualized, 
personalized quality service, not assembly line 
techniques and methods. 


® MWO makes its services available to every cli- 
ent, at no extra cost whatsoever, throughout the 
pledge payment period. 


® MWO receives a flat, fixed fee for services 
| rendered, a fee that is constant with each and 
f every client. 
You are invited to learn more about MWO. Just telephone, wire— 
in either case, charge MWO—or write to schedule at your con- 


venience a meeting with one of MW0O’s Client representatives. 
There’s no cost and certainly no obligation for this service. 


MAHONEY, WIELERT & O'BRIEN 


/ 


| . 280 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 16, N. Y. 
| MUcray Hll9-7891¢2 


| 
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JEWELRY & 
AWARD 


220 Fifth Ave. 
New York, 1, N.Y. 


Manufacturers of 
TROPHIES 
MEDALS PLAQUES 
JEWELRY 
EXPERT 
ENGRAVING 

2» 


PROMPT DELIVERY 
Imprinting on Plastic & Metal Plates 
Free Catalogue on Request 


MUrray Hill 6-4864 
DACRON & COTTON 


W as h and Wear 
Neckband 
SHIRTS 
White 
or Black 


65 % Dacron and 
35% Combed 
Egyptian Cotton 
® Wash-Dry 
Ready to Wear 


2 for 5] 35 
$7.50 each 


High Count 
Combed Cotton Broadcloth 
White — $3.90 each — 3 for $11.25 


Black — $4.75 each — 3 for $13.75 
MAIL ORDER—SEND FOR CATALOG 


M. H. PIERCE & CO. 


Manufacturers of Shirts for The Clergy 
Dept. P., PORT CHESTER, N. Y. 
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The surprising things about big 
American religious revivals, says | 
McLoughlin, is that they occur so 
infrequently and “have produced | 
so few tangible or lasting results.” | 


“Revivals in Europe, as the 
reformation, the counter-reforma- 
tion, and the Puritan movement 
surely were, have induced far- 
reaching social, political and even 
economic changes. 

“But the historian of feviveiieal 
in America is hard put to measure? 
the effects of what are usually 
called revivals except in terms of! 
increased church membership or} 
sporadic moral reform move-} 
ments.” 


In the last 250 years McLough- 
lin says there were only four ma- 
jor “great awakenings” or religious} 
revivals. The current one, he} 
thinks, began about 1945 and will| 
run possibly to 1970. 


Contrary to popular belief, he) 
says, “there is no meaningful cor-; 
relation .. . between the great na- 
tional awakenings in America and} 
the great periods of political or 
economic crises.” 


He sees the roots of the current} 
awakening in the conflict between: 
a once dominant but disillusioned | 
liberal Protestantism and a resur- 
gent neo-fundamentalism cr neo- 
orthodoxy. 


Modern revivalists, the author’ 
thinks, not only have had little: 
lasting effect on religious life but! 
they “have been a primary factor 
in the increasing secularization of! 
American Protestantism.” 

“In trying to follow the maxim: 
of the apostle and be all things to 
all men in order that they might 
win some to Christ, they inevitably 
diluted and confused a message 
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,; BLACK 
SEER AL OIL OF 


\ qoomeg / 


“ey izes an 


. Pri Re nig "Ss 
| 
f 


The approved dress cape for 
the regular clergy —the proper 
clerical dress, over cassock, for 
academic occasions, reception 
of dignitaries, attendance at 
entertainments, lectures and 
banquets. Generally worn 
same length as cassock. Made 
of rayon faille. 


$49 50 


Available in. . 
54’-56'-58''-60" 
and 62” Lengths 


No. 550-FEB 


EM FROM YOUR 
DEALER (Religious 
Supply Houses) THR OUC TE : 
OUT UNITED STATES A 


CANADA 


R. J. TOOMEY COMPANY 
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RECOMMENDS FOR YOUR 
PARISH RACK 


First 
Books 


‘for Little 
Catholics 


Colorful covers and_ illustrations, 
simple text introduce the pre- 
school to 2nd grade child to his 
religion. Popular series—more than 
7 million in print! Each only 25c. 


| WANT TO BE GOOD LET’S PRAY 

MY LITTLE MISSAL | BELIEVE 
PICTURE DICTIONARY LIFE OF CHRIST 
BOOK OF SAINTS THE ROSARY 


MY BOOK ABOUT GOD BIBLE STORIES 
MY GUARDIAN ANGEL HAIL MARY 


THE COMMANDMENTS _ ST. JOSEPH 
FIRST COMMUNION ST. PETER 
ST. BERNADETTE ST. THERESE 
MY FIRST MISSAL ST. PAUL 


MY CONFESSION 


Write today for a complete list 
of parish reading materials. 


One to 19 copies, 25¢; 20 to 39 
copies, 23c; 40 or more copies, 20c. 


ATIONAL 
CATHOLIC 
READING 
DISTRIBUTORS 


180 VARICK'ST..'K 
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which, if it was to have any force} 
had to be concise, direct and clear; 
cut. 

“They thought they had solve 
this problem by reducing Christi 
anity to a hard core of universall 
acknowledged fundamentals, but in 
the course of explaining thes 
truths they either reduced Christ 
anity to banalities or inflated it t 
vagaries.” 

(We got these facts from a r 
view published by the Associated 
Press.) 


Notanda 


UR subscribers are aske 

when submitting letters with! 
a view to publication, to kee 
them brief and double-space them; 
If letter-length will not do justice 
to your theme, then write it up as 
a full-length article and we wll bé 
glad to consider it in that format) 


For some years now we mea 
been buying albs, surplices, and 
handkerchiefs of the finest Iris 
linen from Murray & Sons, Charle: 
ville, Ireland. (Note that there is 
no “S” in Charleville.) Murrays 
stock a complete line of altai 
linens and related items at prices 
which strike this writer as being 
far below the American rate—and! 
of course, everything for the 
church comes in duty-free. We 
would suggest that you write fol 
a catalogue. 


The following, for what it i: 
worth, comes from Vanee 
Packard’s recent best-seller, “The 
Status Seekers”: 


“As for the social profile of th 
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When does a priest need life insurance? 
Whenever there are close relatives or 
an institution in whose support he is 
interested. Lay brothers in the teach- 
ing profession have similar needs and 
are equally eligible for ali MLCU 
policies. 

And life insurance represents one of 
the most secure savings plans avail- 
able today — a sure way to build a 
future based on a guaranteed return 
of dollars and cents regardless of a 
fluctuating economy. Ministers Life & 
Casualty Union offers special life in- 
surance plans which entitle you toe 
lower rates because you are a prefer 
red risk! 


OF DIRECTORS 


There have been one or more | 
Catholic priests on the MLCU 
Board. of Directors since 1924. I 
At the present. time, The Rt. ! 
Rev. Msgr. George E. Ryan, rec- 
tor of St. Paul Cathedral and 
the Rt Rev. Msgr. Thos. Shan- 
ahan, librarian at St. Paul 
Seminary, are serving. 
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Lite insurance for priests? 


For example: A $1,000 Ordinary Life 
policy taken at age 30 will, at age 60, 
have a cash value of $486 which may 
be used as you see fit. And it’s s0 
easy to get insurance protection under 
any of the MLCU plans. Providing 
you have a good health record, policies 
under $5,000 are issued without medi- 
cal examination. All you have to do is 
fill out the coupon at the bottom, sign 
it and mail it. Indicate the type of 
policy in which you are interested and 
complete information and an applica- 
tion will be sent immediately. So, since 
you are a preferred risk, take advant- 
age today—no obligation of course! 


PRIESTS ON BOARD THE MINISTERS LIFE & CASUALTY UNION 
(Legal 
111710 Ministers Life Bldg., Minneapolis 16, Minn. 
In Canada: 30 Bloor St. W., Toronto 5, Ontario 
Please send me information on 
Ordinary Life [1] Endowment [J 


Reserve Non-Assessable Life Insurance) 


| Date of Birth 


2 ED SS ED) SEED GS ED ED OED SD GEE Gee cee oes eee oes eee oe oe eee ome 


Catholic Orders ee 
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Catholic Church as a whole, it 
resembles that of the Baptists 
more than that of any other Pro- 
testant denomination. According 
to the Federal Council analysis, 
it divides on the three-class scale 
as follows: 9 per cent, upper; 25 
per cent, middle; 66 per cent, 
lower. 


“According to Mabel Newcom- 
er’s analysis of the religion of 
corporate executives, the Catholics 
make up a third of the United 
States population, and supply one 
out of ten executives. 

“Catholic industrialists have 
particularly favored railroads and 
public utilities. On the other hand, 
Catholics have a higher percent- 


age of people in the trade unions . 


than any other religious body.” 


Odds & Ends 


HAVE you heard of the dis- 

gruntled assistant who finally 
managed to wangle a change from 
the chancery? He had a particu- 
lar distike for his pastor, so as the 
text of his farewell sermon he 
chose the verse from Genesis xx, 
ok 

“Stay you here with the ass: I 

. will go with speed as far as 
yonder.” 
% * * 

According to some priests—and 
we worked with one, “A cough is 
something you yourself can’t help, 
but everybody else does on pur- 
pose to torment you.” 

* oo ok 

Traveling abroad this summer 
we learned a rule of thumb for 
sorting the Catholic from the non- 
Catholic Germans. If he is Lothar, 
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Willi, Horst, Juergen, Helmuth. 
or any other of those neo-pagam 
names revived by Hitler, he is 
likely to be non-Catholic. Our peo 
ple still name their boys from th 
lives of the saints: Peter, Paul 
Johann, Conrad, Joachim, etc. 


The New ‘Line’ 
¢*\7OU don’t agree with me 

You insist on arrangin 
your own future instead of leavin 
things in the hands of the sociolo 
gists? 

“You’re sick, man, 
head!” 

It’s the new “line” and you ei 
it popping out at the oddest times 
and in the most unexpected places | 

“If you disagree with me, I da 
not read your arguments or check 
your logic. That would be useles 
for, after all, I am the one wit 
credits in the Social Sciences) 
while you wasted your time study- 
ing witchcraft or theology or som 
such psendo-science. If yo 
disagree with me, you must b 
paranoic, a very sick man!” 

Here is a typical statement o 
this particular gimmick as found 
in “The Great Enterprise” by Dr. 
Harry Overstreet: 

“A man, for example, may be 
angrily against racial equality- 
public housing, the TVA, financial 
and technical aid to backward 
countries, organized labor, and the 
preaching of social rather than sal- 
vational religion .. . 

“Such people may appeal ‘nor- 
mal’ in the sense that they are 
able to hold a job and otherwise 
maintain their status as members 
of society; but they are, we now 
recognize, well along the road to- 
ward mental illness.” 
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sick in the 


es 
“ACH EVERYONE 
WITH PAMI 7 


48-hour service 
no charge for postage 
25%-30%-35% discounts 


AVE MARIA PRESS 
NOTRE DAME, IND. 
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Ss THE SIN OF 


a" 


ndaly 


Some of the views and opinions of Bishop John King Mussio, 
of Steubenville, expressed in an exclusive AVE MARIA article. 


“Many Catholics have not es- 
caped the taint of this modern 
disease. They lead lives which 
they attempt to justify according 
to modern materialistic standards. 
They accept the authority of the 
Church as long as it does not in- 
terfere with their own personal 
convenience. They call: themselves 
Catholic, but in reality they dre 
true scandal-carriers.” 

* * * * 

“Just look at our well known 
entertainers, pubic servants, and 
others who are held in high re- 
spect by a large number of people. 
When one of them tells the world 
by his action that he has no re- 
gard for the moral law, he sins 
twice: That is, scandal follows his 
adultery, drunkenness, immodesty, 
fraud, or crooked politics. But 
your next-door neighbor, while if 


he were to do the same may cause. 


his family and friends to be scan- 

dalized, would be apt to be far 

less guilty than the public figure.” 
* * * * 

“Don’t think for a moment that 
I’m underestimating the serious- 
ness of the scandal a father or 
mother brings to children by ir- 


reverently using God’s Name, ridi- 
culing proper authority, quarrel- 
ling, gossiping about the neighbors, 
and failing to keep holy the Sab- 
bath. Parents’ scandal of a per- 
haps more subtle nature is a sin 
like stubborn refusal to educate 
children properly or to support 
one’s parish.” 
* * * * 

“Long after the scandal giver 
has gone to his eternity, his sins 
continue in those left behind. 
What chance has he to make re- 
paration whose detracting of the 
religious life caused his child or 
others to miss the divine calling? 
What chance has she to make re- 
paration whose frequent state of 
near undress in public has resulted 
in unchaste thoughts, masturba- 
tion, fornication, adultery, rape, 
and sexual perversion among as 
many as there are grains of sand 
on the seashore? What chance 
would Martin Luther have to 
make reparation, he whose apos- 
tacy from the Church finds lost 
souls even today, 400 years after 
his death, still groping for the 
truth he snatched from their fore- 
bears? What chance!” 


“SCANDAL” is one of ten articles now appearing in the pages 
of the AVE MARIA. A miniature course in moral principles. 
For the first time in any Catholic magazine. Written in down- 


_to- -earth pe especially for your parishioners 


Father John Recay, CS. 


808 


October / 1959 | 


THE 


PRIEST 


OCTOBER, 1959 


VOL. 15, NO. 10 


Ctonl, Conant 


Lotalitarian Education 


“THIS Fall when our American 

- Catholic School system be- 
gan a new year, it was to admit 
more than five and a half mil- 


lion students to our colleges, 


high schools and grade schools. 
To put it otherwise, approxi- 


- mately 12.5 per cent of high 


school and grade school stu- 
dents attend Catholic schools— 
college presents a somewhat 
different picture. Msgr. Hoch- 
walt, director of the NCWC Ed- 
ucation Department, was moved 
to comment opportunely: ‘The 
‘opening of the school year of- 
fers an excellent opportunity to 
tell not only our Catholic peo- 
ple, but the public generally 
what the Catholic school system 


~ is about. Our tremendous con- 
- tribution must be brought to 


the attention of the fair minded 
American public who should be 
quick to realize the gift it re- 
ceives from its Catholic neigh- 
eDOrs.” 

Catholics might also be per- 


~ mitted to enjoy a little bit of 


pardonable complacency in that 
they lay out tremendous sums of 
private money in remarkable 


‘ generosity to implement their 
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belief in the necessity of reli- 
gion as educative. Further, it is 
hardly amiss for us to point out 
that while cheerfully enough 
paying a civic part for the ed- 
ucation of non-Catholic chil- 
dren, our people save national 
and local governments the bur- 
den for caring for another five 
million pupils. They consider it 
only a duty on their part to do 
so much while they recognize 
their rights as parents and 
guardians to choose for their 
children that kind of education 
they deem necessary for their 
over-all welfare. It is a pity 
that these good citizens seem, 


increasingly, to constitute a 
minority. 
It is, certainly, a shocking 


thing for all of us and a painful 
experience as well to learn that 
27 participants in a three-week 
conference on rural education at 
Columbia Teachers’ College can 
with a certain impunity brand 
the parochial and private school 
system wasteful and undemo- 
cratic. The resolution passed 
reads as follows: “From an ed- 
ucational, democratic, and fi- 
nancial viewpoint, duplicate ed- 
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ucational systems are wasteful 
and inherently undemocratic.” 
Under the chairmanship of a 
certain Professor Cyr of Teach- 
ers’ College, the resolution was 
concluded with this further 
animadversion: ‘‘The expansion 
of duplicate school systems on a 
sectional and nation-wide scale 
constitutes a very grave threat 
to the continuing progress and 
improvement of the democratic 
school system.” 


American Mythology 


One is inclined to rush into 
print with observations about 
how economical our system is, 
based upon the sacrifices of 
priests, brothers, and nuns who 
work not for salary but for sub- 
sistence. But this would be to 
miss the point. What brought 
out the charge of wastefulness 
seems to have been the simple 
fact that more and more rural 
areas are coming to the realiza- 
tion that there is nothing wrong 
with transporting a kid “with 
satchel and shining morning 
face” to school on a public bus. 
Whether he goes to the famous 
little red school house, so dear 
to American mythology, or to 
the Lutheran’ school in some 
bucolic section of Scandinavian 
Minnesota or to a _ parochial 
school in a heavily Catholic part 
of Iowa is an accidental thing. 


You may, if you like, call 
this subsidization even if, per- 
sonally, we do not like the term 
because it seems to us to suggest 
some kind of benevolence on the 
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part of a genial paternalistic ad- 
ministration. Actually the leg- 
ality of such “subsidization,” i 
any case, has been approved b 
the United States Suprem 
Court decision in the Eversor 
Case of 1947 (though we mus 
question the accuracy of th 
premises which led up to thi 
conclusion). 


This amibiguous term “waste 
ful,’’ be it noted, seems also t 
mean rather clearly in th 
minds of these objectors “un- 
necessary,” in view of the exist 
ing public school system. It al 
boils down, then, to an expres 
sion of what Russell Kirk onc 
called “the intolerance of doc 
trinaire secularists.” A typic 
example is Dr. James Conant. 
quondam president of Harvard. 
who in a rather notorious ex- 
ample of educational confusion 
confessed in an address before 
a group of 5,000 NEA educators 
in 1952 that he was “emotional- 
ly committed” to the public 
schools. The NEA is also so 
committed, as a body. 


But it would be idle merely 
to comment that Conant’s emo- 
tions remain mere emotions and 
lie outside the realm of rationa 
discussion — just as some peo- 
ple dislike cucumbers. It is or 
the basis of such an emotional- 
ism that Conant makes quite ex- 
plicit statements of his opposi- 
tion to the private school sys: 
tem. ‘Our public schools,” saic 
he, upon this occasion, “shoulc 
serve all creeds.’ Here we sub. 
mit that he has graduated to th 
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level of sheer nonsense: how 
can a public school system, of 
its very nature undenomina- 


, tional, serve any creed whatso- 
4 ever, save one hardly patient of 


the term, namely a doctrinaire 
secularism? In answering his 
own clumsy objection that 
“Many sincere Protestants, 
. . believe 
that secondary education di- 
vorced from a denominational 
religicus core of instruction is 
bad education” he compounds 


' the confusion. First of all, we do 
' not consider it “bad’’ educaticn 


~~ but 


deficient education for 
many sincere Protestants and 


Jews and all Catholics respec- 


tively. Nor can we accept his 
answer even after having made 
this elementary distinction. To 
reply, as he does, that “they er- 
roneously assume that the tax- 
supported schools are not con- 
cerned with moral and spirit- 
ual values’”’ is merely to equate 
religious instruction with moral 
and spiritual values in a com- 
pletely secularistic way. 

We cite Dr. Conant not as im- 
portant in himself but as 
emblematic and tediously re- 
petitive. We have heard far too 
much from people who think 
along these lines which imply 
the suppression of any private 
school system at all in the 
United States or elsewhere. 
And this latest querulous blast 
from obscure representatives 
gathered at Columbia Teachers’ 
College, though they may enjoy 
a kind of anonymity, is of a 
piece with all the rest. It masks 
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but poorly a struggle for raw 
power and complete control. 
What we are witnessing to- 
day is the advancement of the 
professional educator — mem- 
ber of a caste system all its own, 
a phenomemon still new enough 
to be underestimated. Dean 
Martin Ten Hoor has sketched 
its history in “The Stake of the 
Liberal Arts College in Teacher 


Certification” (Association of 
American Colleges Bulletin, 
March 1953; cf. Mortimer 


Smith, The Diminished Mind, 
p. 85). The following is prac- 
tically a quotation. 


Accreditation and All That 


The professional educators 
first of all convinced university 
administrators and sold the 
schools of education both to stu- 
dents and to the public. This is 
why we called them a caste sys- 
tem earlier. Then they organiz- 
ed teacher employment offices 
on campuses and refused to 
recommend students who could 
not show the requisite number 
and kinds of empty courses in 
education. Thus they were able 
to fill vacancies with their own 
graduates and to propagate their 
kind. They joined forces with 
“teachers’ colleges” and old 
fashioned normal schools till 
they had a great, increasingly 
complex organization of teach- 
ers, principals, and superin- 
tendents, each of whom was a 
partisan in his own community. 
This done, it was not difficult to 
convince the public and the 
state legislatures of the merits 
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of their cause, or at least of the 
strength of their position. It was 
not long before they became a 
powerful and dominant influ- 
ence in what was soon to be 
known by the fancy term “ac- 
creditation,” a device by which 
they were enabled to compel 
even colleges and universities to 
alter their admission require- 
ments and their requirements 
for graduation, not to mention 


actual courses en route. As Dean 


Ten Hoor puts it, “In short... 
the schoolmen acquired control 
of publicly supported primary 
and secondary edueation in the 
United States, and, as a conse- 
quence, considerable influence 
over the course of private edu- 
cation on these levels.” We are 
seeing now how that influence 
is growing by leaps and bounds. 


These same people have now 
reached the stage where they 
can openly resent even the 
existence of a group not abso- 
lutely responsible to their man- 
dates. It so happens that the 
private and parochial school 
system is the only one which 
wears a semblance of autonomy 
though, de facto, it, too, has 
pretty well surrendered on 
many fronts. Voila, ’Vennemi! 


The crowning absurdity of 
the whole thing is that the time 
has now come when the “pro- 
fessional” dares to call the pri- 
vate teacher and the parent un- 
democratic. 


Any informed Catholic will 
almost instinctively recollect 
what a mockery this makes of 
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the decision of the United States — 


Supreme Court in the case of 
Pierce vs. Society of Sisters, 


better known as the issue of the | 


Oregon School Bill. The Oregon 
Legislature in 1922 passed a law 
to be effective in 1926 that ev- 
ery parent, guardian, or anyone 
having control of children be- 
tween the ages of eight and six- 
teen be required to send these 
children to public schools. In 
golden words the Court declar- 
ed: “The fundamental theory of 
liberty upon which all. govern- 


ments in this Union repose ex- | 


cludes any general power of the 
state to standardize its children 
by forcing them to accept in- 


struction from public teachers — 


only. The child is not the mere 


creature of the state; those who > 


nurture him and direct his des- 
tiny have the right coupled with 
the high duty to recognize and 
prepare him for additional ob- 
ligations.” We quote at some 
length because of the pressing 
relevance of this momentous de- 
cision. 


Yet we confess to our sorrow 
that one public school educator 
had the ignorance recently to 
call this decision “the first step 
in the wrong direction.’ Conant 
himself, of course, is typical of 
those who want to standardize 
children. He is “emotionally 
committed,” as all of these peo- 
ple are, to a monolithic school 
system, in the very name of 
that democracy which we al- 
ways thought encouraged liber- 
ty. Or at least, if we retain a 
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[ smattering of American History, 
) religious liberty. 


This is not so much to say 
| that the Founding Fathers were 
) necessarily religious men, as 
| many of them were, but to in- 
| sist that they drew upon religi- 
/ ous sources for their concept of 
| democracy. Some of them were 
| Deists. Jefferson seems to have 
taken a violent dislike to or- 
| ganized religion, but the Deism 
of the day was simply a ghost 
_of Christianity or an echo of old 

truths that went back not only 
to the Mount but to Moses. 


Eliseo Vivas has made this 
same point in his own way 
-when he said: “No Deweyan 
can give one good, radically 
theoretical reason, one that goes 
beyond expedience, why he 
prefers democracy to totalitar- 
jianism or why he regards other 
men as his moral equals.” Come 
to think of it, the contemporary 
Deweyans are giving reasons of 
expedience for an educational 
totalitarianism just now! 


This-is the way it must be. 
Russell Kirk quotes an essay by 


Professor Wilson to the effect 
that the current travesty of 
democracy is completely incom- 
patible with standards either of 
philosophy or faith, based as it 
is on the radical empiricism of 
William James or the instru- 
mentalism of John Dewey. The 
next step is that, since no 
“standard of human justice can 
be proved, the only standard is 
that which is approved by some 
majoritarian procedure.” These 
modern experimentalists who 
reject whatever smacks of the 
transcendental must then ‘‘at- 
tain whatever objectives they 
have in mind in the organiza- 
tion of society, and this pri- 
marily through the force of the 
state. Thus, they are driven to 
seek power, or sometimes in 
futility to deride it.” 


Currently they are seeking 
and finding it, too. But in the 
areas where force must meet 
force, the prospect is not good 
for old-fashioned Americans 
who cling to Testaments, Old or 
New, and to Constitutions and 
to Declarations of Independ- 
ence.—G.J.G. 


+ + + 
Progress Under Protest 


The establishment of the new oil refinery near Cork re- 
called to a reader the strange petition that was presented to the 


U.S. Congress in 1864. 


It prayed that “a stop might be put to the irreverent and 
irreligious proceeding of drawing petroleum from the bowels cf 
the earth, thus checking the designs of the Almighty, Who has 
undoubtedly stored it there with a view to the Last Day, when 
all things shall be destroyed.”—Irish Catholic. 
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California's School Tax Battle 


JOHN T. FOUDY, PH.D. 


N the eve of California’s 
general election (Novem- 
ber 4, 1958) to decide, among 
other issues, the fate of Propo- 
sition 16, which would reimpose 
a tax upon all non-profit, pri- 
vate schools, Governor Good- 
win J. Knight received a 
strange message from Henry C. 
Clausen, Inspector General of 
the California Scottish-Rite 
Masons. Mr. Clausen called the 
Governor’s attention to a fire 
which had destroyed the Scot- 
tish-Rite Masonic Temple of 
Sacramento the previous Thurs- 
day, and he requested executive 
protection of the fifteen other 
such temples in the State. He 
said, “Recent violence and Ma- 
sonic support of public schools 
compels me as head of Califor- 
nia Scottish Rite Masons to re- 
quest your help .. .” This bra- 
zen insinuation that public 
school admirers were on the 
brink of violence backfired on 
its author. 


Mr. Clausen’s last-hour accu- 
sation was vigorously rejected 
by Adrien J. Falk, Northern 
California Chairman of Citizens 
United Against Taxing Schools, 
and the Reverend E. LeRoy Ab- 
bott, Executive Secretary of 
Protestants United Against 


Father Foudy is superintendent 
of schools in the Archdiocese of 
San Francisco. 
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Taxing Schools. Falk, a 32nd) 
Degree Mason, a Shriner, and é 
member of the Masonic Lodge 
for more than 50 years, pointed 
out that the fire had occurred 
the previous Thursday after a 
lodge meeting, and the Sacra- 
mento city officials had found 
no evidence of arson. ‘Mr. 
Clausen,” he concluded, ‘“wait-} 
ed four days... until the eve 
of the election to make his} 
fantastic statement. It is un- 
worthy of further comment.” 
The Reverend Abbott added, | 
‘‘We have never used the name | 
of the Masonic Lodge in the en-. 
tire campaign.” | 


The above incident is report- 
ed here to spotlight the most 
interesting elements in the re- 
cent school tax campaign. Be- 
cause priests throughout the U. 
S. may face a similar challenge 
in the years to come, they 
should note that almost all the 
elements in the California cam- 
paign are to be found in the 
incident related above. 


First of all, there was an ir- 
responsible accusation which 
certainly could have had no 
other fundamental purpose than 
to stir up the voters against 
private, non-profit schools, 
especially those maintained by 
the Catholic Church. Secondly, 
this charge was made by the 
Grand Master of the Scottish- 
Rite Masons, a man who in 1943 
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was Grand Master of the Mas- 
ons in California. But the de- 
fense against these attacks was 
made by a prominent Mason 
and a Protestant minister. And 
in this brief summary we find 
the material for some very in- 
teresting observations. 
The Role of the Masons 


There can never again be any 
doubt that the Masonic orders 
as such both led and financed 


Proposition 16, the attack 
against private, non-profit 
schools. In 1952, when these 


private, non-profit schools first 
obtained the same tax exemp- 
tion enjoyed by colleges, or- 
phanages, hospitals, and ceme- 
teries, they did so by a narrow 
margin of 77,477 votes out of 
almost 5 million that were cast. 
At that time the Scottish-Rite 


.Masons, assisted by certain ele- 


ments among the Protestants, 
led the attack against such 
exemption. In 1953, the Masonic 
“Blue Lodges” amended their 
Ordinances to permit the solici- 
tation of funds for State-wide 
public school purposes and to 


‘use the Lodge membership list 
_for such purposes. 


On April 10, 1957, L. Harold 
Anderson, Grand Master of the 
Masons, sent a letter to all 
groups asking them to assist in 
getting signatures for a petition 
to put on the ballot a measure 
that would restore taxes on non- 
profit, private schools. This let- 
ter followed his earlier address 
of March 13, 1957, to the Los 
Angeles Masonic Board of Re- 


October / 1959 


lief where he outlined the new 
policy concerning the use of 
Masonic funds. 

On September 25, 1958, the 
Secretary of the State of Cali- 
fornia released the first Report 
of Receipts and Disbursements 
on the Campaign for Proposi- 
tion 16, a report that must be 
filed and published according to 
California law. The report indi- 
cated that over 90% of all do- 
nations were from Masonic 
Lodges throughout the whole 
country and some of the Ameri- 
can territories. The written 
record, then, is one that all can 
see. The lodges did officially en- 
dorse and give the major finan- 
cial support to Proposition 16. 
The article published last win- 
ter (Commonweal, February 
13, 1959, p. 514) with its con- 
centration on the POAU gives 
a false impression of the cam- 
paign leadership. 


However, the individual 
members within those lodges 
often took vigorous exception 
to this official policy. In the 
case of the temple fire mention- 
ed above, a Masonic leader 
firmly rejected the notion that 
the supporters of the non-pro- 
fit, private schools could have 
been responsible for the arson. 
Moreover, throughout the entire 
State, Masons took a leading 
role in the opposition to Propo- 
sition 16. It is to be noted, like- 
wise, that almost all of the lead- 
ing political figures of Califor- 
nia expressed their opposition 
to this unfair ballot measure. 
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It may be assumed that the 
great majority, if not all, of the 
non-Catholic office holders and 
office seekers have membership 
in the Masonic party. In the 
light of this, one can see the 
wisdom in the campaign policy 
whereby the defenders of the 
private, non-profit schools did 
not, as the Reverend Abbott 
mentioned above, so much as 
mention the word “Mason” in 
their campaign tactics. This 
campaign policy was not easy 
to promote or to maintain, but 
the results show its wisdom. 


Every effort was made to 
goad Catholics into a Mason vs. 
Catholic fight (and the tempta- 
tion to indulge in such a fracas 
was strong), but this was re- 
sisted in the interests of the 
much broader battle of right 
vs. wrong, of justice vs. injus- 
tice. The election returns indi- 
cate that it was the side which 
lost its head in the campaign 
that also lost the campaign. 
The Role of the Protestant Church 


This campaign proved conclu- 
sively that there is no such 
thing as a single Protestant 
viewpoint. As the introductory 
incident indicates, a Protestant 
minister gave most effective 
leadership in the battle against 
taxing schools. Although the 
Reverend Abbott happened to 
be the spokesman in this par- 
ticular case, it was the Rev- 
erend Kenneth W. Cary, St. 
Matthew’s Episcopal Church, 
Pacific Palisades, California, 
who was the outstanding Prot- 
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estant leader in the State. A 
State Protestant Chairman h 
formed a committee of over two 
thousand Protestant ministers 
who urged a “No” vote in thi 
school tax matter. This group 
included not only the Luther- 
ans, Seventh Day Adventists,| 
and Episcopalians who have 
schools, but a large number of 
fair-minded clergymen who 
had no immediate personal in- 
terest in the matter. 

During the last two months of | 
the campaign small advertise- 
ments bearing the _ picture,, 
name, and statement of various 
Protestant clergymen appeared 
in all of the newspapers of the 
State to urge the defeat of 
Proposition 16, and this step 
very effectively reduced the 
false impression that the issue 
was basically a Catholic vs. 
Protestant matter. 

The proponents of Proposi- 
tion 16, especially the POAU 
element, strove vigorously, and 
in the course of time viciously, 
to stir up another Thirty Year 
War. During the last week of 
the campaign their TV and 
radio announcements, news- 
paper ads, and word-of-mouth 
propaganda reached such depths 
that the Taft Fair Election Cam- 
paign Practices Committee was 
forced to take notice of them. 
One interesting radio spot an- 
nouncement read as follows: 

“Californians wake up! Did 
you know that the headquarters 
of the Roman Catholic Church 
in Rome has sent instructions to 
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i all Catholics in California to 


oppose Proposition 16 — our 
} State public school initiative 
/ measure? 


“This move has great signifi- 
; cance. First, because Proposi- 
tion 16 is a California State 
/issue, and the influence of Rome 
should certainly not be exerted 
in the United States — let alone 
in California. Second, this 
foreign effort to influence Cali- 
fornia voters is in contrast with 
the stands of the President and 
' Vice-President of the United 
States — both of whom have 
refused appeals to influence our 
State educational policy. 
“Follow the dictates of your 
American conscience. Ignore 
‘those who seek to impose 
foreign influence on California’s 
educational policy. When in 
Rome, do as the Romans do. 
When in California, vote YES 
on Proposition 16.” 


Foul Play 


When this outburst went over 
the airwaves both the President 
and the Vice-President prompt- 
ly denied that they had any 
connection with Proposition 16. 
In fact, the Vice-President had 
earlier made two public state- 
ments in opposition to this un- 
fair measure. The promoters of 
the Proposition must certainly 
have known that, but they 
probably felt - confident that 
there would not be sufficient 
time to obtain denials before 
election day. The rejection of 
16 by a margin of over two to 
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one indicates how ineffective 
this appeal to bigotry had been. 


Once again, Catholics will 
note that it is very wise not to 
permit themselves to be goaded 
into public religious contro- 
versy. By their refusal to con- 
sider this measure on any terms 
but that of fairness and good 
citizenship the proponents of 
religious schools gained a sym- 
pathetic hearing. Moreover, 
their calm, reasoned, if vigor- 
ous, approach eventually forced 
the measure’s proponents into 
such extreme statements that 
they frightened off many who 
might otherwise have supported 
them. 

Thus Dr. Abbott Book, form- 
er Executive Secretary of the 
Northern California Council of 
Churches and an almost fana- 
tical proponent of 16, address- 
ed one group of clergymen, on 
February 24, 1958, to the effect 
that ‘‘separation of Church and 
State is not the issue. It is 
simply one of halting the grow- 
ing power of the Roman 
Church.” But in response to a 
question from the floor concern- 
ing an apparent inconsistency in 
his viewpoint, he answered, “It 
is my opinion that all property 
— including churches, should 
pay taxes.” 

These two statements indicat- 
ed that his efforts to get at the 
Catholic Church could easily 
result in harm to all churches. 
Subsequently, Episcopal Bishop 
James A. Pike pointed out that 
the proposed _ constitutional 
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amendment was. so_ loosely 
worded that even those centers 
used by Protestants for Bible 
classes, etc. would be subject to 
taxation. The net result was the 
complete failure on the part of 
Dr. Book and his associates to 
line up the Protestant clergy in 
a solid body against private, 
non-profit schools. 


Their Use of Catholic Sources 


In the course of their cam- 
paign, the group sponsoring 
Proposition 16 gave wide dis- 
tribution to literature charging 
that the Catholic Church was a 
foreign state masquerading as a 
religion. Ceaseless use was 
made of selected Catholic texts 
chosen earlier for inclusion in 
Paul Blanshard’s books. These 
releases were not ineffective. 
Because more than a million 
people were influenced to some 
extent by them, it would be 
well for our Catholic priests to 
re-examine both their apologe- 
tical approach and their atti- 
tude toward cooperation with 
non-Catholics. 

Our present Holy Father with 
his appeal for an ecumenical 
council has made it clear that 
the main enemy of the Church 
today is secularism in all its 
forms. Textbooks which even 
suggest that perhaps the condi- 
tions of Trent prevail unchang- 
ed should be re-examined. 
Moreover, the approach of Ca- 
tholics to their separated breth- 
ren should always be that of 
great charity. The virtue of 
Faith is, of course, basic to our 
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every act, but it must always be 
clothed in charity. 


Textbooks which speak of 
other religions as ‘‘counterfeit) 
religions” may be well inten- 
tioned, but they do convey to 
non-Catholics an offensive im- 
pression, inasmuch as “counter- 
feit’”’ always suggests deliberate 
deception based on external 
likeness. Perhaps some other 
figure of speech could be em- 
ployed more accurately and 
certainly with better effect. 

Moreover, we found in Cali- | 
fornia that even the Protestant | 
minister who worked most ac- 
tively in 1958 to defend the re- 
ligious non-profit school against | 
attack believes that the Catho- 
lic Church somehow clashes 
with the real American tradi- 
tion. Obviously, a Church 
founded by Christ for the sal-| 
vation of all men can hardly be 
coextensive temporally and geo- 
graphically with the United 
States. But there is a great deal 
more work to be done to offset 
the all too wide dissemination 
given to quotations from the 
Ryan-Boland volume used so 
widely by the POAU. Here 
there is room for a re-examina- 
tion of our public relations. 

It does little good to have 
only the members of our parish 
organizations hear about the 
role of the Catholics in the 
United States, the statements of 
such Catholic leaders as Arch- 
bishop McNicholas, and the all 
too well documented fact of Ca- 
tholic leadership in race rela- 


October / 1959 


| 
| 
| 


CALIFORNIA’S SCHOOL TAX BATTLE 


tions. If this entire section of 
my report can be summed up 
in a single phrase it would be, 
“In the matter of Catholic- 
Protestant relationships, don’t 
lose your head, use it.” 


The organization which pro- 
moted Proposition 16 took for 
its title the fair sounding name, 
“Californians for Public 
Schools.” It obviously believed 
that it could easily foment an 
unfortunate public school vs. 
private school controversy, but 
the effort of this group to estab- 
lish itself as a recognized 
spokesman of public school in- 
terests failed. No active public 
school administrator permitted 
his name to be used by this 
group. 


Moreover, this organization 


_ during its short life did not sup- 


port a single public scnool bond 


_ issue or contribute any funds to 


public school programs. On the 
other hand, many public school 
officials spoke out to condemn 
Proposition 16. Prominent 
among these were five members 
of the California State Board of 
Education, the Junior Past 
President of the California 
Teachers Association (an NEA 
affiliate), the Los Angeles City 
School Board, the President of 
San Francisco City College, et 
al. 


Californians for Public 
Schools made a desperate effort 
to obtain the support of the 
Parent-Teacher Association, and 
they publicized a general state- 
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ment of policy by that group as 
a direct endorsement of their 
position. Mrs. J. Frank Snow- 
den, State President of the 
California Congress of Parents 
and Teachers, vigorously reject- 
ed this effort to place the PTA 
stamp of approval on Proposi- 
tion 16. 


As the campaign drew to a 
close this paper organization, 
Californians for Public Schools, 
did not have one recognized 
public school educator publicly 
identified with it. Although they 
widely criticized private, non- 
profit schools in the areas of 
accreditation, citizenship in- 
struction, the college perform- 
ance of graduates, the textbooks 
used, and community divisive- 
ness, no public battle between 
public and private education 
ever began. 


Here again, Catholic school 
people the country over will 
note a lesson from the discom- 
fiture of Proposition 16 propon- 
ents. The success of a campaign 
depends upon cordial commun- 
ity-wide understanding and 
support. The effort to go it 
alone in civic matters is doom- 
ed to failure. 


From this campaign against 
Proposition 16, certain conclu- 
sions would seem to have na- 
tion-wide application. First of 
all, the POAU does not repre- 
sent a viewpoint that is accept- 
able even to most Protestants. 


The meetings in California 
sponsored by that group were 
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always sparsely attended. More- 
over, the irresponsible state- 
ments issued by that body seem- 
ed to be a source of embarrass- 
ment to their Protestant con- 
freres. It would be unfortunate 
if any Catholic priest were to 
allow his understandable irri- 
tation at this group’s program 
to cause broad, scattergun re- 
buttals. 


Secondly, there can be no 
doubt that the Masonic Lodges 
are opposed to non-public 
schools below the college level 
on policy. However, it is equal- 
ly clear that this official policy 
is not shared by many, if not 
the majority, of the members. 
At least in California it was evi- 
dent that many Masons did not 
go along with their leaders in 
this matter. Hence, there is lit- 
tle further need to counsel the 
value of tact in such a situation. 


Thirdly, it would seem that in 
this case, at any rate, the Ma- 
sonic Lodges over-reached 
themselves as the _ self-pro- 
claimed sole champions of the 
public schools. For many years 
their attitude irritated many 
non-Masons. But during the 
campaign many _ responsible 
public school officials were em- 
barrassed by the accusations 
made against religious-sponsor- 
ed schools by their self-appoint- 
ed “champions.” Public school 
administrators with budget 
problems appreciate that every 
element in the community has 
a stake in the tax-supported 
schools, and the time has in- 
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deed come where Catholic citi- 
zens might give even more evi 
dence of their deep interest in 
all the schools of their commu- 
nity. | 

Fourthly, in all controvers 
the paramount importance 0 
charity and prayer cannot pos 
sibly be overemphasized. We 
with the fighting blood of Iris 
Kings in our veins, may some 
times feel an almost uncon 
trollable urge to strike the op- 
ponent with the very weapon 
that he himself is using. Tha 
the great virtue of charity stil 
brings its own reward can b 
found in the victory margin o 
1,760,707 votes achieved by the 
private, non-profit schools i 
the Proposition 16 fight. The al- 
most unbelievable size of that 
margin would defy exvlanatio 
if we did not also remember th 
campaign of prayer carried or 
during the entire struggle by 
our school children. In a ver 
special way they appealed t 
their Guardian Angels for both 
the defense of their schools and 
the explanation of its purpose 
to others. If prayers were not 
the answer, then, how could 
one explain a victory margin in 
1952 of 77,477 votes and a vic- 
tory margin in 1958 of 1,760,- 
707? 

It is hoped that some day a 
history will be written to in- 
clude every element in_ his 
campaign, especially the beaut}- 
fully coordinated efforts oz the 
Hierarchy and their dedicated 
lay leaders. 
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The Golden Age Club 


A program 
for the aged 


a] HERE is a new problem, be- 
coming more acute and far- 
reaching in our time, that 
should be of great interest and 
concern to the parish priest. It 
is the tremendous increase in 
the number of the aging. Medi- 
cal science has so _ increased 
life expectancy, that the num- 
ber of older persons is rapidly 
and constantly growing. All 
over the United States there is 
taking place what might be 
called in the language of those 
who study population, a demo- 
graphic revolution. 
We are living in an age and 
a society where the accent is 
on youth, and the old are often 
rejected. In this changing era 
of so many aged people, a new 
chapter in pastoral theology 
concerning the senior citizens 
of the parish might well be 
written. Basically, however, 
ours is the same problem allud- 
ed to by St. Paul in his teach- 
ing on the Mystical Body: ‘For 
the body is also not one mem- 
ber, but many ... yea, much 
more those that seem to be the 
more feeble members of the 
body, about those we put more 
abundant honor... If any 
member suffer anything, all the 
members suffer with it.” 
A numerical picture will 
show the acuteness of the 
problems which arise from the 
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sharp increase in the number 
of the aged. In 1930, the United 
States had six and a half mil- 
lion persons over sixty-five 
years of age. In 1940, there 
were nine million. At present, 
in 1958, there are fourteen mil- 
lion. And by 1965, there will 
be more than twenty-two mil- 
lion. At present the number 
grows a thousand a day—a mil- 
lion in three years! 

Every diocesan priest is con- 
fronted with the problems aris- 
ing from the increased num- 
bers of aging parishioners. It 
is true that these problems may 
not be as great for the priest in 
the suburban parish as for 
priests in the long-established 
city ‘parishes. Nevertheless, 
this is not just a phase or an 
era through which we are pass- 
ing. This is an unprecedented 
sociological fact. 

Parish priests are appointed 
from parish to parish. The 
residence of our aged parish- 
ioners remains unchanged. Oft- 
en these are people who have 
been the backbone of the par- 
ish over the years, who have 
labored for, and contributed 
generously toward parochial 
projects—perhaps even helped 
the first pastor to establish the 
parish. These same _ people, 
now in their quiet and neces- 
sarily limited mode of life, find 
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themselves living in a kind of 
parochial obscurity—inadvert- 
ently overlooked because of an 
imposed parochial inactivity— 
even in some cases unknown to 
the current pastor of the parish. 
These fine people may come to 
the attention of their pastor or 
his assistants only at the time 
of illness or for the administra- 
tion of the last rites. 


Every parish priest should 
have a vital interest in the wel- 
fare of the senior citizens of 
the parish who have given so 
much, throughout the years, to 
the development and strength 
of the Church in general—and, 
more particularly, to their own 
parish. The inexorable trend 
toward greater longevity and 
more old people in the parish 
must be accompanied by some 
parochial changes geared to 
meet the needs of the older 
people in the parish who are 
often living on limited incomes 
or have exhausted their re- 
sources — not without having 
contributed generously to the 
parish over the years. Many of 
these older people are rejected 
by their children, by industry, 
even by some phases of local 
society—but they should not be 
rejected by their parish priest. 


What the Priest Can Do 


The parish priest can help 
the aged socially as well as 
spiritually, and he can be of 
much assistance in their mater- 
ial needs. He can help them in 
these three ways by, first, be- 
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coming aware of their needs. 

Age narrows one’s  social| 
range — children marry and 
move to their own homes. 
Mother and dad are left aloney 
—mostly mother, for there arei 
more aged women than men. 
This kindly old soul could bes 
living in an apartment in the 
parish—maybe only in a room. 
Although health may be good, 
the life is lonely. There is lit- 
tle or no companionship wit | 
contemporaries. It is a false 
idea to think that because old} 
people do not belong to many 
groups or make new friends, or} 
enjoy new activities, | 
not desire them. Older people} 
still desire—and need—to soci-' 
alize, to belong as friends to; 
other individuals and groups, 
to participate in activities, and} 
to meet new people. 

A parish priest can help the} 
oldsters in the parish to find 
this social relationship by start- 
ing a Senior Citizen Club or 
Golden Age Club, providing a 
program for the old people of) 
the parish that will fill in a: 
day with activity to challenge! 
their abilities, preserve their’ 
personalities, and partly fulfill 
their need for companionship! 
and acceptance in society. The 
rapidly growing demand for’ 
such organizations should be: 
recognized and promoted as an. 
established parochial activity. | 

The parish hall or auditor-| 
ium could be used as a meet- 
ing place. A list of the elder- 
ly people of the parish can be 
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obtained from the census files. 
{Invitations can be sent an- 
/nouncing the opening of the 
| Golden Age Club. The bulle- 
tin and pulpit may be used to 
publicize it, telling the parish- 
jioners that the club’s objective 
,is to re-kindle the interest of 
the older people in the parish, 
to provide recreation and enter- 
tainment for their age group. 
The program will develop once 
the club is started. Activities 
_will depend upon the available 
space and facilities. 


Weekly Meetings 


_ A possible start could be a 
weekly meeting—one afternoon 
each week, from one o’clock to 
four. More frequent meetings 
may be arranged depending 
upon the number attending 
and the interest of the people. 
Transportation, a basic need at 
first, can be solved by use of 
the parish bus, or with car and 
taxi pools. Many parishioners 
will volunteer car _ service. 
Eventually club members will 
find their own means of get- 
ting to the Golden Age Club 
functions. The program may 
be decided following a survey 
of the interests of the mem- 
bers. Many are happy to spend 
hours reminiscing about old- 
times, while the majority pre- 
fer to play checkers, cards, and 
similar games. Some will want 
to read or watch television. In 
time, there can be injected in- 
to the program singing, occa- 
sional parties, films and talks. 
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A lunch at the close of the aft- 
erncon is most essential. This 
provides an opportunity for 
light conversation and friend- 
liness not possible under more 
formal conditions. This involv- 
es probably the only expense, 
and it is negligible if existing 
parish organizations are en- 
couraged to sponsor the pro- 
ject. Gifts for the games can 
be very inexpensive and are 
easily obtainable through the 
women’s organizations of the 
parish. A monthly birthday 
party can be very enjoyable. 
Also picnics can be planned. 
Oldsters take a very cheerful 
part in singing and entertain- 
ment. An afternoon can be 
set aside for a trip to a museum 
or ball game, as well as for a 
handicraft period. A hobby 
group can be formed and some 
of the novelties entered into 
hobby shows. 
Spiritual Assistance 

By virtue of this kind of 
organization, the aged are 
brought close to the parish 
church, a tie which they do not 
want to lose. At these gather- 
ings of the senior members of 
the parish, a priest should be 
present at least part of the 
time. The old people receive 
an incredible lift and much 
consolation whenever they have 
the opportunity of talking 
with a priest. He should im- 


press upon them the great 
value to the parish of their 
prayers and sufferings. A re- 


newal of religious practices can 
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be combined with the social 
benefits. If the group meets on 
a Friday afternoon—which is a 
very desirable time—they can 
assist at an evening Mass on 
the first Friday of the month. 
And with the new laws for the 
Eucharistic fast, the lunch can 
be timed so that the old folks 
may receive Holy Communion. 
At times there could be arrang- 
ed group recitation of the ros- 
ary and benediction, as well as 
an opportunity for club mem- 
bers to get to confession. 


With the growing number of 
aged in our parishes, pastors 
may consider the installation of 
hearing-aids for confessionals. 
Front pews may be reserved 
for the aged, to facilitate their 
going to Holy Communion. 
Bannisters and railings may be 
provided where steps are many 
and steep, and even accommo- 
dations for wheel-chair parish- 
loners. 


Economic Aid 


One of the most effective 
ways of preserving the older 
people’s close ties with the par- 
ish is by mailing the weekly 
bulletin. This practice person- 
alizes a parochial contact, even 
though the recipient may be ab- 
sent from church because of 
illness or because of residence 
in one of the diocesan homes 
for the aged. Visitations from 
parochial societies of both men 
and women can secure these 
ties, as well as assist the busy 
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parish priest in his apostolic 
work. 


Another very important as- 
pect of a parish program for | 
the aged is contained in the 
parish priest’s ability to render 
assistance to their economic 
problems. Many have very lit- 
tle income—some, no personal| 
income at all. Others depend 
upon their children or rela 
tives. Or perhaps they receive 
some pension, veterans’ com=| 
pensation, or disability income, 
for a minimum standard of liv- 
ing. 


Financial help is provided 
both by the federal and state 
government. Social Security, | 
which is also called Old Age, 
Survivors’, and Disability In- 
surance, is a federal payment. 
Dependent upon the working | 
years of an individual covered | 
by Social Security, such assis- 
tance is due the person or de- 
pendents out of justice, as well 
as law. Yet many aged may 
not be aware of their share of 
Old Age or Survivors’ Insur- 
ance. Also most states have 
programs of public assistance 
which provide grants for the 
aged. 


The parish priest should 
have a general knowledge of 
both Social Security and pub- 
lic assistance in guiding the 
aged. There are many old peo- 
ple who know very little about 
where to seek aid, how to seek 
it, or where to inquire as to 
their eligibility for the help to 
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which they are entitled by law. 
It is the duty of the parish 
priest to help them find out. 
Incidentally, it is well to have 
one member of the St. Vincent 
De Paul Parish Conference who 
is well informed in these mat- 
ters. 

The publications from the So- 
cial Security Office and the 
State Department of Public As- 
Sistance should be established 
reference material in every 
rectory. One can also contact 
Social Security and public as- 
sistance workers who will lis- 
ten very cooperatively to a 
person’s plight and quickly ad- 
vise if they are entitled to any 
financial aid. Some offices have 
“outside workers,’ who will 
visit the home to interview the 
individual who is incapable of 
coming to the office. In addi- 
tion, the Central Office of the 
St. Vincent De Paul Society is 
prepared to advise in any case 
requiring special attention 
whereby public assistance may 
help. Catholic Charities will 
aid in the placement of an in- 
dividual in one of the homes 
for the aged in the diocese, or 
will give financial aid to meet 


Rare 


an emergency, depending up- 
on the existing situation. 

Our old people are individu- 
als—each the likeness and im- 
age of God, as much as our in- 
fants, our youth, our younger 
adults. These fine old-timers 
in the parish love the Church 
in which they have had a great 
interest over the years. The 
concern of priests in the parish 
for these people is a way of 
showing gratitude for their 
many efforts. Most of all, they 
know they are not forgotten. 
Their interests and_ sacrifices 
of “yesteryear” are appreciated, 
even though the priests of their 
younger days have gone to an- 


other part of the diocese, or 
have died. 
Any consideration given 


them, in the way of spiritual, 
social, or material assistance, is 
appreciated more so by the 
aged than any other group in 
the parish. In many cases, the 
aged might need very little 
help, but they need that little, 
so much. They find the parish 
priest and the parish church, 
the most trusted link between 
earth and the promise of eter- 
nal happines. 


Books 


The single book which has brought the highest price at an 
auction sale is the Bay Psalm Book, the first book printed in the 


English Colonies in America. 


The price paid for this book 


was $151,000. Second to the Bay Psalm Book is a copy of the 
Gutenberg Bible which sold for $106,000 in 1926.—Fr. Lahey in 
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Renaissance of Catholic Debate 


ROBERT CONSOLINI 


7s story may be apocry- 
phal, but it is said that aft- 
er a night of pitched battle in 
June of 1779, the commander 
of the British frigate Serapis 
directed his vessel abreast of 
the U.S. frigate Bon Homme 
Richard and confidently asked, 
“Do you give up the ship?” 

“We have not yet begun to 
fight,”” replied John Paul Jones 
from his poop deck; and then, 
so the story continues, down on 
the main deck, amidst fallen 
sails, tangled rigging and burn- 
ing planks, one bloody and 
dirty canoneer turned to an- 
other and murmured, “Some 
people never get the word.” 

The point of all this is that 
we at The Savage Lecture Ser- 
vice are operating the only 
coast-to-coast Catholic lecture 
bureau in the country, and in 
our battle to stage a “Renais- 
sance of Catholic Debate,” we 
are probably listening to a 
“word” different from that 
which the public is murmur- 
ing. 

Briefly, the history of this 
“word” goes back to 1946 when 
Alma Savage, recently of 
Sheed and Ward, began plac- 
ing Catholic speakers before 
Catholic audiences. Over the 


Mr. Consolini manages the larg- 
est Catholic lecture service in the 
country. 
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Experts for your people 


years the bureau serviced mor 
and more sponsors, but eventu 
ally two crises evolved: 1) th 
advent of television with it 
lure of comfort, convenience. 
entertainment, and informa 
tion; 2) higher transportatio 
costs to the speaker which, i 
view of diminishing audienc 


attendance, precluded a pro 
portionate increase of honor 
aria. 


And yet, despite these tw 
developments, there were for 
ums, organizations, schools an 
colleges, still seeking stimulat 
ing speakers of stature. It wa 
upon this foundation of eleve 
years of service that I came o 
the scene a little over a yea 
ago with two ideal advantages: 
I had recently left an academ- 
ic world that was still firing 
my desire to pursue informa- 
tion, and my only other work- 
ing experience was as a literary 
agent for the entertainment 
media of television, motion pic- 
tures, and the legitimate stage. 
Alma herself is now devoting 
her full energies to her own 
flourishing Catholic literary 
agency, and I—perhaps on my 
own little poop deck—am revel- 
ing in the challenge of battle. 

But contrary to what might 
be expected, the facts assert 
that a renaissance of Catholic 
debate is being staged, and that 
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RENAISSANCE OF CATHOLIC DEBATE 


in any sufficiently broad geo- 
graphical area of the coun- 
try, the demand for speakers is 
greater than the supply. Espe- 
cially heartening is the subtle 
fact that the most popular 
speakers and topics deal with 
specific points rather than with 
the general nature of any given 
issue. 


Paradoxically, television 
might be credited as the trig- 
ger for this phenomenon, and 
although the conflicting pres- 
sures behind the renaissance 
may be involute, I think the 
future direction is clear. 


Madison Avenue Creates 
a Demand 


The advertising agencies on 
New York’s Madison Avenue 
will tell you that if you will 
place your leisure time at their 
disposal, they will sell you pro- 
ducts. They will attract your 
leisure time through newspa- 
pers, Magazines, radio, motion 
pictures, television, or mail; 
and then they will entertain 
you, inform you, badger you, 
or cajole you — but they will 
sell you. 

The “they” on Madison Av- 
enue are the active communi- 
cators, and the “we” of the 
public are the passive accep- 
tors. But “it’s a long road that 
has no turning,” and the egoes 
of “we” who are passive ac- 
ceptors are fomenting rebel- 
lion. We, too, want to be heard. 
We have questions that go ig- 
nored, we seek the stimulation 
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of discussion and, ultimately, 
we, too, want our considered 
opinions to be heard and _ to 
bear influence. 


In other words, it might be 
true that Madison Avenue has 
put us into a state of latent 
“debate”; but before we find 
the right people to question, 
the stimulating people with 
whom to discuss, and before we 
express considered opinions, 
who constitute “we” and whom 
will our opinions influence? 

From my own professional 
point of view, I am as interest- 
ed in a lecture audience as I am 
in the speaker, and unless the 
audience is academic, I usually 
encounter two general types— 
the audience composed of ‘‘ar- 
rivers” or the audience com- 
posed of “comers.” 

The “arrivers” are the people 
who have passed child-bearing. 
They are my own parents, my 
aunts and my uncles. They are 
the element of stabilization in 
the community who lend direc- 
tion, support, advice, and the 
prestige of accomplishment. 
These ‘‘arrivers’” were young 
men and women in an era that 
was devoid of the pressures of 
Madison Avenue and the lure 
of television, and they grew up 
amidst the entertainment of the 
silent movies and the informa- 
tion of the formal lecture. If 
the auspices for these present- 
day formal lectures are Cath- 
olic, these “arrivers’”’ are espe- 
cially there, perhaps because 
there is a strong association 


827 


THE PRIEST 


and identification with what a 
formal lecture means, and 
probably because by their very 
presence they are in some way 
contributing to an abstraction 
called ‘‘Catholic Action.” 


The ‘“arrivers,’ then, will 
lend their support and_ will 
contribute their presence; but, 
by and large, they are not the 
debating public: they have an- 
swers, not questions; their ex- 
perience is stimulating; their 
opinions are considered; and 
they influence their children, 
their grandchildren, and those 
who work for them. 


The ‘‘comers,” however, are 
the young people who are fi- 
nally getting settled down to 
their careers, their families, 
and their do-it-yourself kits. 
We “comers” don’t have the 
leisure time to read the books, 
magazines, and newspapers we 
should read, or to patronize 
the motion pictures, television, 
or radio programs we _ should 
patronize. When we are asked 
to appear at a formal lecture, 
at a meeting, or a discussion, 
there had better be something 
at stake that is of pressing im- 
portance to our own lives, and 
“Catholic Action” has to have 
something to do with our grow- 
ing families and our own fu- 
tures. 


And yet, if you present us 
with a specific point on any 
given issue that has direct bear- 
ing on our growing families 
and on our own futures, and if 
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you promise that we won’t be) 
bored, fall asleep, or be lec- 
tured to, we will take a chance 
and come. And if the evening 
or Sunday afternoon answers 
our questions, stimulates our 
family discussions, codifies our 
opinions, and arms us for our 
next encounter with our non- 
Catholic neighbors, then be as-} 
sured that we will somehow 
find the time to come again; 
and if the proceedings of the 
evening or afternoon should be 
called a part of “Catholic Ac- 
tion” by the pastors and the 
“arrivers,’ then you may call 
it that if you wish. 


The Market and Product Theory 


Clearly, I believe that we 
“comers” are latently itching 
for debate. We are, in ourselv- 
es alone, a_ vast _ potential | 
market for a specific amount 
of information presented in a 
given amount of time. Do not 
hope to give us “Contempor- 
ary Catholic Culture” in 45 
minutes, plus 30 minutes ques- 
tion period; rather, give us 
eight installments of this theme, 
at the rate of one installment 
per month from September 
through May. Tell us about 
contemporary Catholic contri- 
butions to literature, art, edu- 
cation, science, etc. Or tell us 
about Catholic versus secular 
education; define, illustrate 
and pinpoint the national Com- 
munist threat; or, in analyzing 
the religious, political, econo- 
mic, and social situations in 
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eight geographical ‘trouble 
spots” of the world, show us— 
do not tell us—why these areas 
affect us. 

But if we “comers” are sub- 
consciously seeking a market 
place that offers a renaissance 
of Catholic debate, should new 
booths and stalls be erected for 
our benefit? Should there be a 
new parish lecture series or a 
diocesan forum? 

I think not. 

Among many possible exist- 
ing organizations, there are the 
sodalities, the Rosary and Altar 
societies, the Knights of Co- 
lumbus, the Daughters of Isa- 
bella, the NCCM, the NCCW, 
the CYO, the Holy Name So- 
cieties, and a host of others. At 
any given meeting of each of 
these organizations, the atten- 
dance is probably dreadful. You 
can serve milk and crackers, 
tea and sandwiches, or beer 
and pretzels, but the atten- 
dance probably gets worse. 

I think each of these organi- 
zations represents a booth or a 
stall in a deserted market place. 
But screen, select, package, and 
promote in each of these exist- 
ing stalls and booths the pro- 
duct of a-specific-amount-of- 
information-presented - in - a - 
given-amount-of-time and I 
think the market place will 
overflow and a renaissance will 
be in full swing. 

If, after first consolidating 
the present and potential inter- 
est in each of these existing or- 
ganizations, there is still an in- 
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creasing thirst for information, 
then it is reasonable to estab- 
lish your additional forums and 
speakers’ series. Your ‘arriv- 
ers’ will support you as pa- 
trons, and the printed program 
will bear their names as testi- 
mony to the $25, $50, $75, or 
$100 that they have been as- 
sessed. But perhaps even more 
practical is the First Friday 
luncheon, the young couples’ 
dinner meeting, or the monthly 
communion breakfast. If the 
parishioners can afford it, the 
meal away from home is a good 
framework within which to 
make your point. 

In other words, the Product 
and Market Theory says that 
until the Product is presented, 
the Market will not become 
evident. The Product is infor- 
mation, and the Market is the 
quest for information. 

Three Resources 

All of this projected speaking 
activity implies that a bound- 
less source of speakers is avail- 
able, and that each speaker 
qualifies for the monsignor who 
noted, “He’s got to be a com- 
bination of St. Thomas Aquinas 
and Bob Hope for $75.” 

The reality is that the speak- 
ers whom you want and whom 
I want are men and women 
who are leaders in their pro- 
fessional fields and who can 
speak. There is also the reality 
that men and women who can 
speak are not going to main- 
tain their professional leader- 
ship if they spend their time 
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speaking instead of being be- 
hind their desks, typewriters, 
books, or in their laboratories 
or offices. Each speaker knows 
the value of his time, and when 
he says $50, $100, $200, $500, 
or $1,000 for a particular ad- 
dress, he knows what he is say- 
ing. 

The paid speaker, however, 
as soon as he accepts an honor- 
arium, becomes a _ professional 
speaker who is free to add 
“lecturer” to his row of aca- 
demic degrees and professional 
titles. And yet, no mention is 
made that he is a bad speaker, 
a mediocre speaker, or an ex- 
ceptionally fine speaker. 

There are also the political 
or charity speakers, who give 
freely of themselves and their 
time so that a political office 
may be gained or retained for 
themselves or for their party, 
or so that a job or industry will 
be better understood, or so that 
they themselves will no longer 
go misunderstood. 

The good speakers who are 
available ‘For the Greater 
Glory of God” are few and far 
between, and they are precious 
treasures to those organiza- 
tions that manage to attract 
their attention. 

A Structure That Services 


Although our present cata- 
logue offers speakers from $100 
to $500, there are “supple- 
ments” to the catalogue in the 
Boston, New York, Philadel- 
phia, Rochester, Baltimore, 
Pittsburgh, and Chicago areas, 
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offering local speakers for fees 
between $50 and $100. With- 
in two years, representa- 
tives will be covering an 
additional 15 key areas 
throughout the country, provid- 
ing a network through which 
the best speakers of any given 
section of the country can eas- 
ily be available to another sec- 
tion. 

These local representatives | 
know the area conditions and | 
situations, and they are in a)} 
position to “service” quickly | 
and efficiently with advice, | 
publicity, and promotional ma- 
terial. During this past year, | 
we have devised a communi- 
cations system that allows any | 
representative to close an en- 
gagement on a moment’s notice 
for most speakers across the 
country; and, structurally, we 
are organized to offer more 
specialized topics and speakers 
as the volume of business in- 
creases. 

The Influence For Good or Evil 

Ultimately, in this network 
of speakers’ representatives is 
the implication that the inti- 
mately and personally spoken 
word can in itself become a 
medium of mass communica- 
cation. Through the decisions 
of thousands of program chair- 
men across the country, the 
thinking of millions of people 
can be influenced and, in turn, 
their thinking can influence 
the actions of millions of oth- 
ers. We know that through 
this potential medium of com- 
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munication the influence for 
good or evil can be presented 
with immediate “feedback” 
from the participating audience; 
and yet we also know that 
some of our most distressing 
opposition is engendered in the 
attitude: “It can’t happen here, 
there are no dangers or issues 
facing us here, no excitement 
ean be created here, there is 
no interest here, and there is 
no need for your renaissance- 
of-Catholic-debate nonsense 
here.” 

We do have a sneaking sus- 
picion, however, that unless 
parishioners are thinking for 
themselves by being constantly 


> 


& 


lured into thinking for them- 


selves, the “It can’t happen 
here” attitude will crumble 
into, “Apathy is leading the 


parishioners into trouble here.” 

In our offices at 108 East 
37th Street in New York City, 
there is nailed to the door a re- 
production of the Portsmouth 
Ensign. It is a golden eagle 
carved of wood, beneath a red, 
white and blue banner that re- 
minds us, “Don’t Give Up The 
Ship.” Even though we know 
what is being murmured down 
on the maindeck, from here on 
the poop deck we know that 
we haven’t yet really begun to 
fight. 


Eloquent Testimony! 


A Belfast minister, who was staying at a house where many 
good things had been prepared for his coming, disappointed 
his hostess by declining most of her delicious dishes, giving as 
an excuse that he never could eat just before he preached, as 


it hindered his oratory. 


She herself did not go to church, but her husband did, and 
when he returned, with the usual feminine curiosity about the 
strange minister, she called out before he could mount the 
stairs, “Well, how did he preach?” 

From the floor below the answer was shouted, “He might 
as well have et!” —- Irish Presbyterian. 
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Patterns 
of 


Success... 


that emerge from CCS fund raising campaigns. 
co the final pattern may differ 
somewhat from campaign to campaign, the elements 
that make up the pattern remain the same. 
These elements are: “‘the cause’’, the prospects, 
leadership, workers, and know-how. 


We can help you to create a pattern of 
success in your fund raising. 


Community Counselling Service, 


Fund Raising and Public Relations 
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More on Regimentation 


RT. REV. H. D. BUCHANAN 


N his article, ‘“Regimentation? 

Never!” Father McGirr an- 
swers mine entitled, “Regimen- 
tation Works.” I did not say 
“Regimentation Always 
Works,” but Father McGirr 
apparently prefers the sweep- 
ing statement. I seem to recall 
that the universal negative is 
the most difficult proposition of 
all to prove. It is easy to estab- 
lish the contradictory of ‘‘Nev- 
er,” by pointing out that every 
religious order has its ironclad 
rules which the member must 
obey under the penalty of ex- 
pulsion. They could not exist 
as organizations, otherwise. 


The Church also requires at- 
tendance at Sunday Mass, ab- 
stinence on Friday, and observ- 
ance of the other special rules 
enacted by different Popes, or 
Councils with Papal approval. 


The everyday routine of our 
schools likewise is under regi- 
mentation with few complaints. 
So we can hardly admit Father 
McGirr’s “Never.” 

Throughout his article, Fath- 
er McGirr opposes regimenta- 
tion to devotion as though they 
were _ totally incompatible. 
Since they are not contradic- 
tories, the fact that they cannot 
exist together is a matter of 


A frequent contributor to this 
magazine, Msgr. Buchanan is pas- 
tor of St. Joseph’s Church, El Paso. 
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A debate continue 


evidence. Unless Father Mec 
Girr is prepared to hold th 
the rules noted above 

Church, religious orders an 
schools are useless aids to devo 
tion, we will suppose that th 
question becomes a matter of 
quantity: In the case of a giv 
en rule under given circum 
stances, does regimentatio 
produce more harm than good 


Here is Father McGirr’s pre 
sentation: 


Since the Church prescribe 
attendance at Mass only o 
Sundays and holydays, by wha 
authority does the pastor foreé 
his will on the children? 


I answer, “By his authority 
as pastor conferred by the bish; 
op.” Exactly as the bishop, like 
wise, “forces his will’ on bot 
pastors and people. I doub 
much if Father McGirr would 
refuse obedience to his bisho 
because he did not find the 
matter explicitly proclaimed ir 
Canon Law. 


Next: If the school rule o: 
daily attendance at Mass “were 
really effective in its spiritua’ 
results,” why has no Ordinary 
of a diocese “demanded it al. 
over his diocese?” Very well: 
If the rule be distinctly harm- 
ful, why do not Ordinaries pro- 
hibit it? The custom is fairly 
widespread. That question ap- 
plies either way. Of course, the 
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|answer is that having appoint- 
eded a pastor whom he believ- 
fs competent, a bishop leaves 
| many particulars to the pastor’s 
} judgment. Many practices, good 
and effective in one _ parish, 
would not apply to others. 


“One obvious reason could be 
; the fact that a habit is acquired 
only in proportion to the inten- 
| sity and the desire of the indi- 
/viduai to acquire the habit. 
This is a psychological fact that 
»needs no proof.” 
| Ipse dixit. Nevertheless, we 
, would like to have some fur- 
ther authority for that crucial 
word “only.” Construed strict- 
ly, that would eliminate the 
‘necessity for any action what- 
ever to form a habit. But even 
if taken in a looser degree, I 
dislike the idea of burning all 
the books I possess which are 
of a contrary opinion, and I 
know of many persons who 
have formed habits of which 
they are quite unconscious. 
The rules of many religious 
communities would have to be 
revised, also. 


Not Like Soldiers 


The argument from getting 
up early in the Army is no pa- 
rallel. The soldiers got up for 
a specific purpose which ceased 
when they returned to civilian 
life. There was no _ habit in- 
volved. However, some see the 
value of early rising and con- 
tinue the practice. 

The reason for daily Mass 
persists throughout life and Fa- 
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ther McGirr has not shown that 
this reason is not emphatically 
and attractively presented to 
the school children at a Mass 
included in the school program. 
In our case, we try to do just 
this. 


“Check the attendance of 
children when First Friday dur- 
ing the school year comes dur- 
ing vacation week...” Well, 
let us also check the number 
of those present who were not 
regimented. Unless this is bet- 
ter, what is proved? What if 
the children do _ discontinue 
daily Mass as soon as vacation 
arrives? In the first place they 
do not all drop the custom. And 
even of those who do, do they 
on that account get no credit 
for the Masses they have heard? 
Is no good action of value un- 
less it be prolonged indefinite- 
ly? 

“Regimentation ignores the 
fact that while every virtue is a 
habit, not every habit is a vir- 
tue.” I do not see what he 
means here. It is difficult to 
believe that any guides of chil- 
dren do not know that there are 
bad habits as well as good ones. 
Those who believe in regimen- 
tation are not all plain fools. It 
looks like just another of his 
sweeping statements. 

Again, in the next paragraph 
Father McGirr draws an anti- 
thesis between virtue and regi- 
mentation, which I have an- 
swered above. 

Regimentation 
velop a true habit.” 


“cannot de- 
Please 
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elucidate. What is a ‘‘true hab- 
it?” Regimentation prolonged 
does develop several varieties 
of habits and can be a powerful 
help in developing spiritual 
habits. (Consult any approv- 
ed work on spirituality.) 

“Is it any exaggeration to say 
that some who have the habit 
of attending Sunday Mass are 
constantly in mortal _ sin?” 
Wow! — “constantly in mortal 
sin” is a large presumption. 
Here, however, Father McGirr 
does hedge a bit and makes it 
“some.” I cannot contradict this 
statement, for I would not fall 
into the trap of a universal and 
say “none are.” 

What’s Wrong With That? 

“So in these cases, the habit 
of going to Mass of itself has no 
effect on the spiritual life of the 
person.” Of course, having sup- 
posed that the person is “‘con- 
stantly in the state of mortal 
sin,’ Father McGirr leaves no 
room for the influence of grace. 
Under his hypothesis, we must 
agree with him here. But —so 
what? Does he mean to infer 
that all who go to Mass from 
habit are immune to grace and 
completely reprobate? That 
necessarily they are “constant- 
ly in a state of mortal sin?” If 
not, why does he bring in this 
paragraph at all? Or does he 
have the idea that one motive 
necessarily excludes all others? 
Might not a person have a hab- 
it, a fear of Hell, a sense of 
duty, and a love of God at the 
same time? If not, I certainly 
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am in a parlous condition for | 
do have an ingrained habit it 
the matter. Must I get rid of 
this habit before I have anj 
chance of grace? How am It 
get rid of a pernicious habit 
going to Mass? Would it hel 
my spiritual condition to sta 
away for a year or so? 

But then Father 
throws a_ sockdolager 
that sends me reeling 
ropes: He relates that a fellow 
seminarian “spoke most con 
temptuously” of a rule requir 
ing daily Mass. How can I sur 
vive a wallop from such an au 
thority? 

Which brings us to anothe 
awkward dilemma: Were th 
college authorities so ignoran} 
that they could not see _ th4 
baleful effects of their rule? O 
so guilty that they went righ| 
ahead anyway? Let us not tr 
to escape between the horns b 
wondering if, just possibly, th 
college authorities might noi 
have been quite as wise an 
sincere as the grouchy student 

As regards his remarks o1 
Holy Communion: | 


As my teacher used to say 
“Cantat extra chorum.’ — He’: 
barking up the wrong tree. Fo: 
in the third last paragraph o 
my article, I state explicitly 
“the classes are marched te 
Mass and most of them fall ir 
line for Confession. They ars 
encouraged in this manner, bu 
not forced. About 75% re- 
ceive, with a higher proportio1 
in Lent or on special occasions.’ 
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‘A second rebuttal 
| 


my is a happy privilege to be 

able to refute Monsignor Bu- 
*hanan’s article in the same is- 
sue. An excellent presentation 
of the evils of regimentation 
was made by our late Holy Fa- 
sher Pius XII in an address to 
Teachers and Pupils — April 
20, 1956. He said: 

“Doubtless a life in common, 
away from the natural sur- 
coundings of a child and under 
the regime of a rigid regimen- 
tation that is unable to distin- 
Zsuish between individuals, pre- 
sents its own dangers. However 
small an error of judgment is 
made, the students will tend to 
9ecome complete strangers to a 
sense of responsibility; they 
will be carried along like semi- 
-onscious beings, by mechani- 
~al actions into a state of pure 
‘ormalism in studies, in discip- 
ine and prayer.” 

“Strict uniformity tends to 
tifle all personal initiative ... 
he unyielding urgency of reg- 
mentation sometimes fosters 
1yprocrisy or imposes intellect- 
1al levels too low for some and 
oo high for others; excessive 
everity ends by turning strong 
haracters. into rebels’ and 


Fr. McGirr is assistant at Bless- 
d Sacrament Church in Brooklyn. 
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Again: 


Regimentation Is Forbidden’ 


P. J. McGIRR 


weak ones into spineless auto- 
MALONS He ae 


“Even the exercises of piety 
must be kept in proper modera- 
tion lest they become an almost 
intolerable burden and lead to 
disgust for spiritual things. Not 
rarely does one notice the de- 
plorable effects of an excessive 
zeal in this respect. One has 
seen students even from Catho- 
lic schools where moderation 
was not practiced and a regime 
of spiritual exercises imposed 
that would be excessive even 
for young clerical students, re- 
turn to their homes and neglect 
the most elementary duties of 
Christian life such as attend- 
ance at Mass on Sunday. Of 
course one must help and en- 
courage young people to pray 
but always with such modera- 
tion that prayers will remain an 
agreeable spiritual duty .. .” 

“Moral goods are not received 
as a gift from anyone, like an 
inheritance; they are won only 
by personal effort.” 

Monsignor, by his ‘‘ipse dix- 
it,” questions my authority for a 
very important statement. I’m 
happy to present my authorities. 
In “Thomistic Psychology” by 
Brennan, O.P. we read on page 
263: “Habits strictly speaking 
are of one sort, namely opera- 
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tional . . . We are interested 
here only in operational habits 
since these are the qualities by 
which our acts and powers are 
made perfect.” 

“The first thing we note 
about an operational habit is its 
character of permanency. Be- 
cause of its firm entrenchment 
in the power, it is not easily lost. 
This is as it should be since, in 
most cases, habit is acquired 
only with laborious effort and 
frequent repitition. It requires 
solid effort. Only on condition 
that we are willing to expend 
such effort can it be estab- 
lished.” 

Page 268: “Increase and de- 
crease of habit are measured in 
terms of intensity of operation. 
If the intensity of the act... is 
greater than the intensity of the 
habit, it will re-inforce the ha- 
bit, ... and in this manner re- 
peated acts cause an augmenta- 
tion of the habit. If on the other 
hand, the intensity of the act 
falls below the intensity of the 
habit, it tends to weaken rather 
than strengthen the habit.” 

In the Companion to the 
Summa by Fr. Farrell, O.P., 
vol. II, page 164, we read: 
“Earnest effort is the solid 
cause of habit. No one but God 
can slip a habit into our souls 
as a handerkerchief is slipped 
into a pocket. There is only one 
way to get a habit and that is 
by our personal acts.” 

On page 168 he says: “Either 
way, true habit is increased by 
only one medium. That medium 
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is our own acts; not by eve} 
act but acts which are more i 
tense, more earnest than tl 
habit itself. Playing golf or te 
nis against excellent compe 
tion improves one’s game, 
only then but later; the think 
who limits his reading to d 
tective novels or his convers: 
tion to mere gossip is on his w 
down ...A lazy slouchy a 
less intensive than its heb 
does the habit no good, in f 
does it positive harm.” 
Certainly only a lack 
knowledge of these facts c 
explain the approval of re 
mentation by anyone. In ¢ 
light of Fr. Brennan’s comme 
on modern psychology on pa 
274, it seems to me that re 
mentation will be right at hom 
in the Behaviorist-Respon: 
Psychology, or Freudian schoo 


Virtue vs. Habit 


Monsignor also questions 
statement that while every vi 
tue is a habit, not every ha 
is a virtue. It seemed so o 
vious that I did not feel exam 
ples were necessary. I thougl 
the personal experience of moi 
of us in trying to keep the rec: 
tation of the Office, the offerix 
of Mass, the Rosary, spiritu 
reading, etc. from being just 
habit and nothing more, wow 
be quite sufficient. But to ilh 
strate further for Monsigno 
may I quote the late Pius XI - 
his encyclical on the priesthooc¢ 
“Without piety, the  holie 
practices, the most solemn rit 
of the sacred ministry will | 
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AGAIN: 


yerformed mechanically and 
nut of habit; they will be de- 
void of spirit, unction and life.” 
The Monsignor says that de- 
yvotion and regimentation are 


aot contradictories. I simply 
sk the reader to remember 
Monsignor’s example — army 


jiscipline, and in religion, forc- 
g children to attend Mass 
aily. Is this not clearly a con- 
tradiction to the definition— 
‘Devotion is the will to do 
readily what concerns the ser- 
vice—the worship of God.” 
(Farrell’s Companion to the 
Summa, vol. III, page 258) 

Even casual reading of these 
authorities will have answered 
several objections of the Mon- 
signor, so we shall not discuss 
them further. The remaining 
points that deserve comment I 
shall take in order. 

In the light of what Monsig- 
nor has learned from Pius XII, 
Fr. Brennan, and Fr. Farrell, 
’'m confident that he will agree 
that “Never” was the correct 
erm. 

Obviously there is no com- 
parison between forcing chil- 
jlren to attend daily Mass, 
and the deliberate choice. of 
an adult seeking perfection 
yhrough the willing observance 
of the rules and regulations of 
fhe community he has entered 
and in which he chooses to re- 
main. Monsignor’s other anal- 
ysies are even worse. 

Until Monsignor quotes some 
uthorities to the contrary, I 
vill continue to consider his ac- 
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tion in forcing children to at- 
tend daily Mass as an abuse of 
authority. Why do not Ordin- 
aries prohibit it? I don’t know. 
Perhaps it has not been called 
to their attention. 

Of course, a bishop assumes 
that the priests he appoints are 
competent but I suppose there 
is no bishop who will not ad- 
mit that he has made mistakes! 

I haven’t Monsignor’s origin- 
al article on hand, so I don’t 
know whether he mentioned 
there that he was making the 
attendance at Mass “attractive” 
to the children. But if it is at- 
tractive to them, why, Monsig- 
nor, are you afraid to give 
them their freedom? 

An ‘Absurd Inference’ 


Monsignor next takes excep- 
tion to my quotation: “Is it any 
exaggeration to say that some 
of those who have the habit of 
attending Mass are constantly 
in mortal sin?” This statement 
of fact — not presumption — 
causes a powerful Monsignoral 
“wow;” loss of temper perhaps 
may explain his use of the 
words “hedge” and “trap.” 
Then, from my words, Monsig- 
nor draws an inference that is 
absurd. The word “infer” here 
is incorrectly used by Monsig- 
nor. To infer is an act of the 
intellect. His statement is the 
result of an uncontrolled imag- 
ination. 

Now, I don’t mind Monsignor 
imagining anything, but I do 
resent very much the attempt 
to palm off this absurdity (and 
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here I speak very charitably) 
on me with the words—‘does 
he infer.’ No, Monsignor, that 
absurd statement is yours and 
yours alone. You must take 
full responsibility for it. 

The seminarian whose obser- 
vations and whose person Mon- 
signor treated so contemptu- 
ously can be happy that he is 
in such good company as that 
of the late Holy Father. Since 
charity thinketh no evil, Mon- 
signor will be glad to learn that 
the seminarian was nothing at 
all like what Monsignor imag- 
ined. 

Then Monsignor’s awkward 
dilemma. I will answer the 
first horn by saying that that 
could be a good explanation. As 
for the second horn, the answer 
can be the “misguided zeal’ 
spoken of by our late Holy Fa- 
ther Pius XII — flowing, say, 
from pride or vanity; or again 
a misuse of authority. So there 
is not much of a problem so 
far as this dilemma of Monsig- 
nor’s is coneerned. 

Finally, thank _ goodness, 
Monsignor’s closing paragraph. 


I simply interpreted the fre: 
dom he mentions here in tl 
light of his title—‘‘Regimenti 
tion Works’’—and in the lig} 
of his example — army disci 
line—where there is no fre 
dom, and forcing the childr 
to go to daily Mass. If the chi 
dren are really free in this ma 
ter, then I am at a loss to e 
plain why he included it in 
article on regimentation. 

May I conclude by agreei 
with one remark of Monsi 
nor’s. Like him, I do not thi 
that all proponents of regimer 
tation are plain fools. For th 
reason I am confident that th 
will read carefully the wor 
of Pope Pius XI and Pope Pi 
XII; that they will be gratefu 
for having had brought to the: 
attention the analysis of hab! 
by Fr. Brennan and Fr. Farrel 
and then will decide that regi 
mentation has no place in dé 
veloping the grace of Christ an 
the virtues of Christ in eithe 
the young or the old. Such a re 
sult would make this length 
discussion very much wort 
while. 


+ + + 


‘With All Their Clothes On?’ 


A four-year-old girl was taken to Mass for the first time, and 
at the very outset, when everybody was kneeling down, she 
showed the usual disposition to talk. “Hush,” said her mother, 
“they are all going to pray now.” 

“What,” said the little girl, “with all their clothes on?” 
— D. W. in the London Tablet. 
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fo 


After sacrifice, 
rincipal duty 


our 


Be ELL, here goes more pur- 
gatory!” With such an 
antiphon one priest is reported 
‘0 have picked up his breviary 
ind begun the burden of the 
jay. The reference to purga- 
sory may have been a meta- 
dhor suggesting the compul- 
sion which necessitated his 
ceading the breviary and the 
dryness he would surely find 
there. Or, more literally, he 
may have been referring to the 
penalty he knew he would be 
meurring for the way he knew 
ne was going to “get through” 
nis obligation. This article is 
mspired by a sympathetic 
awareness of the problem, and 
oy a desire to lessen the purga- 
ory to be found in breviario 
and propter brevarium. 

The problem is_ actually 
1opeless unless the Office is 
viewed as prayer and _ unless 
yrayer is viewed from a ma- 
ure standpoint. “If I am Mas- 
er, where is My fear?” 

To speak to the unspeakable 
70d, to be the authorized voice 
f the worshiping Church, to 
verpetuate through the centur- 
es the echo of Christ in pray- 
r: this is no light or casual 
natter. Christ made His own 
he divine complaint in Isaias: 
This people honors me with 
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-s School for Failure? 


W. GREGORY GRAY 


their lips, but their heart is far 
from me.” More than one 
priest must feel pangs of con- 
science as he reads these words 
bravely from the pulpit. 

The problem is, therefore, 
one of authentic creaturehood 
reflecting itself in reverential 
prayer. Hence if you are not 
interested in worship, you can- 
not maintain interest in the 
breviary. But it is, secondly, a 
matter of manful honor. ‘I am 
bound, O God, by the vows I 
have made to Thee; I will pay 
to Thee my sacrifices of praise” 
(Seo 0) s The priest has in- 
deed committed himself. And 
many must be the sacrifices of 
time and energy made in order 
to praise God through the 
breviary. For would any earth- 
ly sovereign consider himself 
honorably praised if his cour- 
tiers addressed him constantly 
in mindless mumblings? 

In the third place, this is a 
question of reasonable service 
—the obsequium rationabile of 
St. Paul. Must not a priest and 
a priest-to-be see to it that he 
knows what he is saying, and 
to Whom he is saying it, and 
why he is saying it? The 
Psalms are the core of the of- 
fice, and they have been thus 
keenly described by Thomas 
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Merton: “The Psalms are the 
songs of men who knew who 
God was... . It is quite possible 
that our lack of interest in the 
Psalms conceals a secret lack of 
interest in God. For if we have 
no real interest in praising Him 
it shows that we have never 
realized Who He is.” 

Finally, a breviary poorly 
prayed will inevitably corrupt 
the dignity of all our prayers. 
On this score Michael Pfliegler 
has a frightening remark in his 
book, Priestly Existence: “For 
the priest, the Breviary is eith- 
er a daily admission to the 
sources and greatest treasures 
of self-sanctification, or the 
school in which he gradually, 
but completely, loses all know- 
ledge of how to pray.” Here is 
a sober thought for those con- 
cerned with priestly defections. 

A Few Proposals 

I don’t see how any priest 
can seriously deny the validity 
of these four points regarding 
the Opus Dei. What remains 
for most of us is the cold busi- 
ness of practical resolutions. 
But good intentions must come 
to cement themselves in daily 
life if they are not to pave some 
other place. The following pro- 
posals, then, would seem to be 
obvious. 

From his earliest years in the 
seminary the priest-to-be 
should be encouraged to know 
the Psalms, to love them, and 
to understand them literally, 
historically, and spiritually. He 
must come to perceive how, in 
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Christian tradition, the Psal 
are either spoken by Chris 
about Christ, or to Christ. Int 
his hands such books shoul 
find their way as Callan-Mo 
Hugh’s The Psalms Explainec 
Mary Perkins Ryan’s Key f 
the Psalms, Martindale’s Tq 
wards Loving the Psalms .a 
C. S. Lewis’ Reflections on th 
Psalms. Furthermore, 

the Psalms flower out of t | 
Old Testament context, master} 
ly works like Albert Gelin| 
Key Concepts of the Old Testa 
ment ought to be require} 
reading. 

In addition, why 
his Latin course prepare thi 
seminarian better than it see 
ingly does for Church Latin 
Isn’t it pathetic how lay-peopl} 
using the English breviary ca 
innocently embarrass their pas| 
tor by exclaiming (as has actu| 
ally happened), ‘Wasn’t tha 
a prince of a sermon by §S 
Ambrose in this morning” 
matins?” 

For those who are energetic! 
ally eager to improve thei 
grasp of the Latin breviary, | 
strongly recommend aé_ receni 
publication by Pustet, Th 
Hours of the Day. Here in on 
volume and in opposite col 
umns, all the breviary matin. 
is available in Latin and Eng’ 
lish. In any case I see no rea 
son why a person should na 
annotate his breviary whereve 
a difficult word appears. If h 
did this but once or twice -; 
day, he would soon have man: 
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{parks of meaning to ignite 
those dark, dry pages. (Inci- 
entally, ball-point pens are 


erfect for this task.) Should 
‘rou be intent to understand 
‘ven the hymns, persuade your 
vest friend to buy you a copy 
f Britt's The Hymns of the 
reviary and Missal. He will 
lave proved himself a friend 
ndeed. 

Distractions, Fatigue, Haste 


_ Besides the language barrier, 
she big dragons in this whole 
sroblem are distraction, fatigue, 
and haste. Regarding haste, St. 
“rancis de Sales branded it as 
she assassin of prayer. Enough 
said. Except that habitually 
leaving the bulk of the office 
fill the fag end of the day, or 
squeezing it in breathlessly be- 
(ween “more important things” 
S spiritual suicide on the in- 
stallment plan. In such situa- 
ions haste and fatigue will 
‘orm an invincible triumvirate 
with distraction. 

As for distraction itself each 
yriest must mobilize his own 
ngenuity and self-knowledge 
© maintain an honorable co- 
xistence with an inescapable 
ninimum of mental wanderlust. 
3ut negatively and universally, 
vackground TV, hi-fi, and radio 
re inexcusable competitors for 
. priest’s attention at prayer 
ime. 

On the positive side and pri- 
ately, these following tech- 
iques have helped at least one 
riest considerably. First of all, 
e keeps a ball-point pen con- 
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stantly at hand. When some- 
thing to be remembered pops 
up and distracts him, he jots it 
down on the back of the ordo 
sheet and lets the paper remem- 
ber. 

Furthermore, he is incessant- 
ly on the lookout for key or 
striking ideas in the Psalms or 
lessons. These he marks off 
with the pen, and they later 
serve as workable signals to 
distract him back to what he is 
reading. Here are a few samples 
of this stratagem: 

You are reading along in 
Psalm _ sixteen on Monday 
morning, your mind skating 
blankly over the glossy, glassy 
pages. Suddenly four words 
bracketed by red lines trip up 
your abstraction: ‘“Satiabor, 
evigilans, aspectu tuo.” 

“Why did I mark those 
words? Oh, yes; they are a per- 
fect definition of heaven. But 
buckle down now! £ Your 
thoughts haven’t been very 
heavenward the last few min- 
utes.” 

Or, take the five Psalms at 
Monday lauds. They contain at 
least nine references to God’s 
kingship. These underlined ref- 
erences will catch your eye 
every time you read _ those 
pages. 

For Special Intentions 

I would like to pass on an- 
other means I’ve found useful 
in riveting my attention or re- 
capturing it when stolen. Many 
times a priest promises others 
(and himself) that he will pray 
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for a variety of intentions. 
When he remembers _ these 
needs he finds it easy to sum- 
mon up a special intensity and 
eagerness to vitalize his prayers. 
Why not pit this natural aid 
against the difficulties of the 
breviary? 

Here is one way to implement 
this idea. Assign to each day of 
the week a particular group of 
intentions, e.g., Sunday: family 
and relations; Monday: the 
Church, diocese, parish; Tues- 
day: the deceased; Wednesday: 
friends and special acquaint- 


ances; Thursday: various 
“problem” groups — the sick, 
alcoholics, fallen-aways, the 
scrupulous; Friday: priestly 
duties and needed virtues; Sat- 
urday: civic, national, world 
intentions. 


Next, assign the Psalms or 
Psalm - divisions throughout 
each day to specific persons or 
intentions within a_ general 
group. Once again a ball-point 
pen can do the trick for more or 
less permanent intentions to be 
neatly inscribed at the top of 
each section. For temporary in- 
tentions a well-sharpened pen- 
cil will serve the purpose. 

I realize that this may all 
sound a bit mechanical and per- 
haps even distracting. I can 


only plead my own experien 
I first worked out this plan » 
the summer volume of the bre 
viary during an annual retre 
The results in attention and fe 
vor were for me quite notic 
able. All the more so when 
came to the autumn volume a 
used it awhile before I cou 
transcribe the annotations. 

Parenthetically, sometim 
the inscribed intention can lat 
be linked to the Psalm itse 
with surprising aptness. Th 
the Psalm dedicated to my ow 
prayerful use of the brevia 
begins aptly with the word 
“Exsultate Deo... sonate psa 
terio.”” Sometimes the accidenta 
connections are more whims 
cal, e.g., the Psalm dedicated 
my duty as a preacher as 
bluntly, ‘““Auribus percipe, De 
Jacob.” 

Seriously, though, the brev 
ary as an obligation is suffi 
ciently grave and time-consu 
ing that no expenditure of ef 
fort is squandered if more in 
telligent and nourishing devo 
tion is the result. The pries 
who is not a man of prayer is 
failure. Since the recitation o 
the Divine Office is already a 
obligation, there is no bette 
place for him to start guaran 
teeing that he will be a succes: 


Tiara Boom-de-ay! 
Dipping into W. I. O’Neill Daunt’s A Life Spent for Ireland, 
we find this entry under the date of June 27, 1881: 
“A Protestant gentleman, Mr. Marmion, living at Rineen, Co. 
Cork, writes to the Cork Examiner to repudiate the suspicion of his 


being an Orangeman. 
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Braver than a soldier. . . 


} | HE young priest came up the 

Stairs, beaming, confident, 
sure — as self-assured as only 
a young priest can be. 

“Where is my room, Padre?” 
asked our overnight guest. “I 
want to tell Sister where to put 
my bags.” 

Behind Father came _ our 
‘middle-aged Sister Housekeep- 
fer, laden with the two bags of 
the visitor. Actually, she knew 
‘where Father’s room was. She, 
not I, had spent the day getting 
it ready. Sister climbed another 
flight of stairs, deposited the 
bags, while Father repaired to 
the chaplain’s room to whet his 
appetite for dinner. Later he 
would impart words of wisdom 
to the novice who had entered 
the order under his guidance. 


Father Preacher, by his own 
choice, the monthly Conference 
Master for the novices, request- 
ed that henceforth his Holy 
Hour be conducted in the Main 
Chapel, so that all the Sisters 
of the motherhouse might have 
the advantage of his oratory. 
His first subject to the new and 
enlarged audience was ‘Fallen 
Away Priests,” with the per- 
sonal assurance that of his own 
knowledge there are fifteen 
priests out somewhere in the 
world (which makes the per- 
centage something like .0015 if 
you want to keep score). 


What is a Sister? Someone to 
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carry bags? — or someone to 
sit dutifully while an over- 
zealous Father tells her about 
the migrations of a few priests, 
and leaves the chaplain to ex- 
plain as best he can, what hap- 
pened to the few? 


A Sister is more valiant than 
a soldier. That may sound like 
a stereotype without stereo- 
phonic sound. I have seen hun- 
dreds of soldiers bleeding to 
death, crying in agony, giving 
their all for something, they 
knew not what. They were my 
friends — the bravest people I 
have known — until I became 
associated with Sisters. 


In a war, it is comparatively 
easy to be a hero. You do what 
you are expected to do. You 
get through it or you don’t. If 
you don’t, your memory is hon- 
ored. If you do, you have med- 
als. But a young woman enter- 
ing the novitiate is not fighting 
a war, in the literal sense. She 
is giving herself, heart and 
soul, her whole being, to God, 
without the romantic overtones 
of bands, bugles, parades, uni- 
forms, medals. No one would 
ever accuse a Sister of being 
sentimentally inclined to the 
incongruous habiliments decid- 
ed upon by some superiors. 


The young woman gives her- 
self unreservedly to God. That 
does not necessarily mean 
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kneeling in chapel for hours. It 
may mean washing laundry, 
cleaning rooms, helping the 
sick, sitting in class — in fact, 
doing things that the girl would 
never be expected to do at 
home and, if expected, would 
scorn or spurn! 

This same young woman is 
quite aware of her potentiali- 
ties — as a wife, mother, P.T.A. 
member, and ever so many 
other opportunities that are 
clamoring for young and fresh 
talent. The need for these wo- 
men is so great, the good they 
have accomplished is so beyond 


The Power of the Cinema 


“Once the Cathedral builders and the troubadours, inter- 


all imagination, that one m 
wonder where the Chure 
would be today without then 


A Sister is a woman who h 
given herself to God witho 
reservation. It may mean ca 
rying a priest’s bags (but 
shouldn’t) and listening to 
sermon about wayward pries 
(again, it shouldn’t). Yet wi 
all the things it shouldn’t, Si 
ter is one of the most soli 
foundations of the Church, 
a time when a solid foundatio 
is more important than some 
the words uttered by so 
priests. 


preting truth, created a beauty that was as current as language 
and almost as essential as blood. Then came the printed word to 
spread confusion, to throw a twilight over the world in which 
men became little more than shadows chasing shadows. But 
now, we have a new art, luminous, vivid, simple, stirring, 
persuasive, direct, universal, illimitable—the animated picture. 
It can create a new people, gracious and graceful, sensitive, 
kindly, religious, a people discovering in beauty the happiest 
revelation of God. No art has ever had the future the motion 
picture has. If it fails, no art shall have had as great and 
lamentable a failure.”—From “Mr. Blue,” by Miles Connolly. 
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Nine responses 


{UST what constitutes a liquid 

seems to have a very broad 
ind wide interpretation in the 
minds of some priests. Please 
explain just what is meant by 
“quoad potum” in the legisla- 
tron about the Eucharistic fast. 

Rather John “€. Ford, S: J. 
(The New Eucharistic Legisla- 
tion) states the following: “Per 
modum potus. If it can be pour- 
ed and if one drinks it, it will 
come under this heading, even 
though it is rather heavy liquid 
or a very nourishing one, e.g., 
egenog, chocolate malted milk, 
milkshakes, soups, liquids in 
which solids have been dissolv- 
ed, for example bread crumbs. 
The meaning of liquids in this 
connection is different, there- 
fore, from the liquids that are 
permitted between meals on 
fast days without breaking the 
fast. The Holy Office, queried 
as to the meaning of per mo- 
dum potus, replied more than 
fifty years ago that it would 
include broth, coffee, or other 
liquid food in which there is 
mixed some substance such as, 
for example, farina, crumbled 
bread, etc., as long as the mix- 
ture does not lose its character 
of liquid food. Pap, gruel, pot- 
age, porridge, etc., are not usu- 
uly sufficiently liquid to be 
aken per modum potus. One 
Joes not drink them, they are 
saten. 
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“To determine whether a 
substance is a liquid and is to 
be taken per modum potus it 
appears that it should be con- 
sidered before it is put in the 
mouth. For instance, ice cream 
is melted in the mouth and then 
swallowed, but it is certainly a 
solid beforehand, and is spoken 
of as being eaten, not drunk.” 

Canon Mahoney remarks 
that “it is liquid if one can 
pour from the containing ves- 
sel, and if it is in the state of 
liquidity before being introduc- 
ed into the mouth. Thus sol- 
ids such as soup cubes may be 
reduced to liquid in preparing 
a drink, and there is no limit 
to the process of strengthening 
a liquid with various additions 
provided it can still be called 
liquid in its final stage. To 
milk may be added beaten eggs, 


ovaltine, and all the various 
preparations designated for 
invalids. The result may be an 


unattractive brew but it re- 
mains a liquid in the common 
estimation.” 


VOTIVE MASS QUERY 

If we choose one of the vo- 
tive Masses allowed for the 
First Thursday, Friday, or Sat- 
urday, do we treat them as 
doubles and sing the solemn 
tone or ferial tone as in “pro 
re non graviv’? 

The ferial chant is used in 
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all votive Masses other than 
solemn votive Masses, even 
when they are sung solemnly 
with a deacon and subdeacon. 


MaAgor AND MINOR LITANIES 


What is the difference be- 
tween major and minor li- 
tanies? May we assume that, 
since the litany on Holy Sat- 
urday is no longer duplicated, 
we need no longer duplicate 
them on major or minor litany 
days, i.e., St. Mark’s and Ro- 
gation Days? 

“On St. Mark’s feast the li- 
tanies are called ‘greater’ (li- 
taniae majores), being older in 
origin and sung with more so- 
lemnity; on the Rogation days 


they are ‘lesser’ (minores).” 
(Fortescue-O’Connell). 
The invocations are not 


doubled whenever the Litany is 
said apart from the procession, 
even if it is said in choir or by 
a group. However, the invoca- 
tions are duplicated when the 
litany is said in procession. 


MATERIAL FoR ALBS 


A missionary Father visited 
our parish recently. We have 
an altar society interested in 
making vestments for this good 
Father. In view of the mildew 
problem plus the real advant- 
ages of durability and ease of 
cleaning, we wonder if he may 
have albs made of synthetic 
fabrics. He claimed certain 
concessions were made by Rome 
during the war days and he 
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wondered if these were still 14 
force in the mission fields. 

“It may be argued that nylo 
may be lawfully used in th) 
making of a surplice, but i 
use in the making of an alb o 
tabernacle veil would seem t 
be contrary to the decrees. 
Thus writes Father Montagu 
in Problems in the Liturgy. Hi 
goes on to remark that “sim. 
ilarly the decrees of the Sac: 
red Congregation prescribe tha 
the alo must be made of line 
or hemp; other materials, suc 
as cotton, wool, or muslin, ar 
forbidden. Many authors argu 
that since a surplice is reall 
an abbreviated alb the sam 
rules should be applied to it: 
material. This contention can 
not be easily sustained.” 

The various authors and li 
turgical writers have alway 
insisted on linen for the albj 
In an emergency  situatio 
Rome might grant an indult 
permitting the use of a materia 
other than linen. | 


PAROCHIAL PROBLEMS 

a) In regard to a priest get- 
ting permission to have some- 
thing printed or published. 
does he need permission te 
publish a parish bulletin each 
week, if this contains nothing 
more than just mere announce- 
ments? 


b) In regards to the ruling 
of the Sacred Congregation of 
Rites on March 7, 1956, it is 
not permitted that a film pro- 
jector be used inside a church: 
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ivould this also apply to the 
vall in the basement of the 
church? Would it be seriously 
wrong to show a movie in this 
rall occasionally? 

' a) The spirit of the law, it 
seems to us, would not require 
.Xermission of the chancery or 
-he Ordinary to print, mimeo- 
raph, or publish the weekly 
Sulletin of announcements. 

b) An approved movie 
shown occasionally in the 
>hurch basement or hall, it 
seems to us, would not come 
ander the regulations of the de- 
cree of March 7, 1956, forbid- 
ling movies in the church. Of 
sourse, it would be better if 
these occasional movies could 
se shown in some other gather- 
ng place, even though connect- 
3d with the church property, if 
yhat were possible. 


) 


EUCHARISTIC LAW QUERY 

Why cannot communion be 
orought to the sick and infirm 
vpho are not dying but yet un- 
uble to go to church or chapel 
Good Friday and Holy Sat- 
irday? 

We know of no other reason 
han the fact that the Church 
aw says they cannot receive 
Joly Communion on Good Fri- 
lay and Holy Saturday. None 
f the commentaries on Holy 
Neek give any reason for this 
egislation. 


ROSARY OF THE DEAD 
Recently a member of my 
arish asked me about the Ro- 
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sary of the Dead. I never heard 
of it and was not able to give 
an answer. Please let me know 
if there is such a devotion and 
something about it. 


The Rosary or Chaplet of the 
Dead was composed by Bishop 
Plantier of Nimes, France and 
indulgenced by Pope Pius IX 
in 1873. It consists of four dec- 
ades or forty beads in honor or 
memory of the forty hours dur- 
ing which Our Lord remained 
in Limbo to deliver and con- 
duct to heaven the souls of the 
just who died before Him. On 
the cross the De profundis or 
Our Father and Hail Mary are 
recited. A special prescribed 
prayer is recited on the large 
beads and on the small beads is 
said, ““SSweet Heart of Mary be 
my salvation.” The rosary is 
concluded by reciting the De 
profundis or one Our Father and 
one Hail Mary. This devotion 
has been highly indulgenced, 
particularly by Pope Pius IX. 


SIGN OF THE CROSS 


When the celebrant blesses 
the people with the monstrance 
at Benediction with the Blessed 
Sacrament, should they sign 
themselves? Our people do not 
have a uniform custom and a 
correct practice would be help- 
ele 


Whenever a blessing is given 
to us by the priest, it is custom- 
ary to sign ourselves and it 
would seem that the same cus- 
tom should be followed when 
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the blessing is imparted with 
the monstrance. 


SHAPE OF TABERNACLE 

We are building a new 
church and would appreciate 
some remarks about the shape 
of the tabernacle and the law 
regarding the same. 

“The tabernacle may have 
any form, polygonal, square, 
round, but it is very desirable 


that the upper part be dom 
or pyramidal; a) for the ent 
tabernacle must be covered | 
the canopaeum, b) to prev 
the top of the tabernacle be 
made a base for relics, stat 
flowers, etc., which is forb 
den, or the erection of a p 


manent Exposition thr 
above it, which is also prohi 
ited.” (O’Connell, Chur} 


Building and Furnishing) 


‘The House of My God’ 


Expelled by Henry VIII, Father John Gray, O.S.F., re- 
turned to England under Mary, to be again driven abroad by 
Elizabeth. He now sought shelter in the house of his Order 
at Brussels, where he was already regarded as a saint. The 
Protestants, however, having seized the town, attacked the 
friary, and he was urged to fly. He was now seventy years of 


age, and during the fifty years that had passed since his exile 
had always longed for martyrdom. 

“Let us stay in God’s house,” he said. “Where can we die 
so happily as in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament, on the 
holy spot where we hope to be buried?” 

He spoke in vain; the friars fled, and the mob entering 
the convent found Father Gray and Brother James, an English 
lay brother, alone on their knees before the altar of the Blessed 
Sacrament. The mob beat Brother James till he was left as 
dead, then turning to Father Gray they vilely abused and as- 
saulted him. His prayers for mercy were met only by fresh in- 
sults, and one of them drawing his sword dealt him a mortal 
wound on the head, whereupon he said sweetly, “I forgive you 
the wounds you inflict on me,” and expired, June 5, 1579.—Bow- 


den’s Mementoes. 
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Colored Title 


and Common Error 


‘he Code of Canon Law 


eee is meant by the term 

“colored title’ in connec- 
ion with the interpretation of 
upplying jurisdiction under 
‘anon 209? Also, what actually 
> common error? 


Few canons of the Code have 
rovoked such controversy as 
he canon under discussion. It 
7ould seem as though authors 
ad determined to make com- 
lex what the legislator de- 
armined to make simple. The 
odification of canon law was a 
incere effort to simplify law; 
pportune changes were made 
nd clearly indicated in the new 
aw. On the whole, however, the 
‘ode is a collection of old laws. 
‘he legislator has made sacred 
he old law and the interpreta- 
ion attached to it by the classi- 
al authors. Wherefore, in doubt 
oncerning the meaning of the 
ew law, the old law prevails. 
his same principle is applicable 
9 Canon 209, as well as to the 
ntire codification. 

The common opinion of pre- 
‘code writers was that the 
‘hurch supplied when with 
ommon error a “colored title” 
titulus coloratus) was verified; 
et many eminent authors, such 
s Pontius, Joannes Andreas, 
nd Hostiensis, did not require 
1e colored title. St. Alphonsus 
ogarded the latter opinion as 
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solidly probable. It is to be not- 
ed that the term titulus colora- 
tus had a very definite and re- 
stricted meaning. The colored 
title was a title actually confer- 
red by a legitimate superior, 
competent to confer it, but in- 
validly. It was thus distinguish- 
ed from a merely putative or 
fictitious title, which was pres- 
ent whenever a person pretend- 
ed to be endowed with power, 
whether in good or bad faith, as 
long as the pretense was not 
based on the act of a legitimate 
Superior. 


Thus, Sanchez proposes the 
case in which a Municipal 
Council appointed a pastor, who 
then exercised the duties of his 
office for two years; this pastor, 
although commonly accepted as 
such by the faithful, did not en- 
joy a colored title, since the 
title to the office did not derive 
from a Superior competent to 
bestow the same. Lehmkuhl 
similarly indicates that creden- 
tials, falsified by a priest, are 
not a colored title, since such 
have not proceeded from the 
legitimate ecclesiastical Super- 
ior. 

When the Code, therefore, by 
a significant silence suppressed 
the need of a colored title, it 
merely determined that a color- 
ed title, accepted in its specific 
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sense, is no longer required. No 
more than this can be deduced. 
The Code demands common er- 
ror and does not care from what 
sources this error arises. Never- 
theless, the words of Billuart, 
who did not require the colored 
title, still ring true, since he 
stated that common error is 
scarcely conceivable without 
some apparent title. 

It is to be noted that the 
authors distinguished well be- 
tween the title and common 
error. The two are distinct con- 
cepts, one of which could be 
verified without the presence of 
the other. All required common 
error; some required also the 
colored title. But even those 
who rejected the necessity of a 
colored title, demanded some 
foundation for error, since error 
in a multitude cannot arise 
without something sensible to 
produce it. The intellect con- 
ceives only what the senses per- 
ceive. 


Common Error Defined 


The Code has accepted the 
terminology of the authors, in- 
sisting upon common error. 
What, then, is common error? 
The old writers understood by 
this term precisely what the 
words convey. First, it is an 
error; that is, a false judgment 
or misapprehension. Secondly, 
this error must be common; that 
is, shared by many. The object 
of such an error must be the 
personal qualifications of an 
agent, who is, therefore, be- 
lieved to possess powers that he 
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actually lacks. The authors 1 
sisted that many actually par 
ticipate in the error; hence, th 
error of a few is particular an 
not common, and the Chure 
will not supply. It was regarde 
as sufficient if the error w 
common in the particular pla 
in which the agent was acting 
although elsewhere the defe 
in that same agent might b 
common knowledge. Sanchez i 
lustrates this from the case 
Barbarius, whose servile condi 
tion was undoubtedly we 
known in the place whence 
fled. Finally, the place in whic 
common error may be verifie 
is any collective unit, as a dio} 
cese, parish, or religious com 
munity. Reiffenstuel admitte 
that a common opinion coul 
exist among a community 


ten or more persons. | 


Among the authors the great 
est discrepancy will be foun 
with regard to the number wh 
must be in error in order tha 
such error might be called com 
mon. Many authors do not dis 
cuss the question; hence, it i 
evident that they did not un 
derstand the term in any ab 
normal sense, which would ai 
ways demand elucidation. Th 
majority of the writers require 
that all or nearly all, of th 
community should participat 
in the error, hence, they state 
that if a few should know o 
the defect, the error would con 
tinue to be common. Gennai 
more recently contended tha 
common error was verified ;} 
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he “majority” of the commu- 
tity were in error. This opinion 
} sustained by the Digests in 
hich the immunity of the Sen- 
us consultum was denied to a 
inor who commonly was re- 
farded as a paterfamilias; the 
pression used is, quia pleris- 
ue videbatur. Lehmkuhl be- 
eved that the error of “many” 
ge sufficient to constitute 
ommon error. This contro- 
ersy, therefore, constitutes a 
oubt of law; hence, the more 
Svorable interpretation may be 
ollowed and the Church will 
upply jurisdiction at least in 
‘irtue of this doubt. In any of 
he interpretations given error 
vill be actually common. 
'Common error is the false 
udgment of many. This need 
ot be practical error; specula- 
ive error suffices. It is not a 
uestion of how many have ap- 
xoached a particular agent, but 
ow many believe him to be 
ndowed with jurisdiction. 
lence, even before one person 
as approached, the state of 
ommon error can exist. 


Conditions 


It is to be noted that a con- 
ition of common error can 
xist, although here and now, in 
ctu. secundo, many of the 
xithful do not elicit a false 
idgment. All that is required 
; that here and now many of 
1e faithful be in error; they 
1ust labor under a false im- 
ression or persuasion; they 
1ust be so mentally disposed, 
1at if asked, they would re- 
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spond that this particular agent 
is a confessor, a pastor, a judge, 
or the like. To demand more 
than this of a community is im- 
possible. Yet, such a state of 
error constitutes error de facto; 
for in the minds of the faithful 
who are so deceived, there was 
once an actual error which still 
virtually perseveres. Until such 
a state of mind is corrected, or 
entirely lost by the lapse of 
time, the error exists virtually, 
subconsciously, but really. The 
elements of an actual false 
judgment are present in the 
minds of many who are, there- 
fore, in a state of error. In such 
a condition the Church will 
supply jurisdiction. 


That such a virtual error, 
once actual and still persever- 
ing, is sufficient, may be sub- 
stantiated from the sources. It 
is well to return to Barbarius 
who, as Praetor, pronounced 
judicial sentences. Few of a 
community have occasion to 
approach an official to obtain 
ministration of justice; hence, 
few approached Barbarius for 
this purpose. When the Roman 
people validated the worthless 
acts of the impostor, no question 
was raised as to how many citi- 
zens actually, in actu secundo, 
adverted even to the existence 
of Barbarius as he sat in the 
tribunal. It was sufficient that 
he was commonly known as 
Praetor. On the day of his ele- 
vation to that dignity, all Ro- 
mans adverted to him and 
hailed him. He soon was 
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crowded from their minds by 
the pursuits of the Forum. Yet 
the Romans were so disposed 
that, if asked, they would have 
assented that Barbarius was 
Praetor and competent judge. 
Their actual judgment first 
elicited, and perhaps occasion- 
ally reiterated, persisted vir- 
tually, subconsciously, but 
nevertheless really. Such is 
common error. 


A Practical Example 


A practical example will bet- 
ter illustrate the notions ex- 
posed above. It is announced 
from the pulpit that Father 
Stephen will hear confessions 
on the following evening; when 
he appears, he has failed to ob- 
tain jurisdiction. The public an- 
nouncement has caused the gen- 
erality of the people to believe 
that Father Stephen is a con- 
fessor; at the moment of the an- 
nouncement they formed a 
judgment to this effect, for the 
human mind is so constituted 
that it does not rest in a simple 
apprehension of truth, but 
necessarily assents, dissents or 
doubts. On the following eve- 
ning many will not advert to 
the confessor; yet, they are so 
disposed that, if they are re- 
minded of him, they will agree 
that a visiting confessor may be 
found at the parish church. 
Such error, once actual, now 
virtual, but de facto, is suffi- 
cient reason for the Church to 
supply jurisdiction. 


On March 10, 1770, the Sa- 
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cred Congregation of the Co 
cil applied the principle of co 
mon error to a matrimonié 
case. After the death of a ce 
tain pastor, a priest assumed t 
burdens of the parish, amo 
which was the marriage of An 
thony and Nicolasia. The S 
cred Congregation declared t 
marriage valid, thus rejecti 
the decision of a lower tribun 
The evidence showed that 
colored title was present; the 
an examination of more th 
thirty witnesses, parishione 
selected from different grou 
and ranks (ex omni coetu atq 
ordine decerpti), revealed th 
the priest was commonly r 
garded as the lawful pastor. T 
Congregation assigned as thi 
reasons for the decision: no} 
solum ,opinio in populo, se 
titulus quoque colorativus: i 
sacerdote. 


Since this is an authentic de 
cision of the Holy See, it maj 
be regarded as a true norm 
Hence, the following deductions 
all confirmatory of the doctrin. 
exposed in the preceding pages 
will be valuable: 


1. The examination of thirt: 
or more witnesses indicates tha 
moral unanimity is not re 
quired; the error of many wil 
suffice. However, it must b 
truly error (opinio in populo) 
pure ignorance is not enougt 

2. There was no question as t 
how many actually approache 
the putative pastor for mini 
strations; speculative error wa 
sufficient. 
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3. There was no question as to 
hhow many actually, in actu sec- 
jundo, erred at the time when 
the ceremony took place. The 
‘fact that all were ready to ac- 
‘knowledge the minister as their 
‘pastor indicated at least virtual 
perror. 

4. Neither the public exercise 
‘of parochial functions, nor the 
colored title, was enough; such 
facts could be proved by two 
‘witnesses. With these facts ver- 
‘ified, thirty and more witnesses, 
‘selected from different classes, 
‘were examined to verify the 
existence of a false mental state 
among the parishioners. A mere 
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public fact, therefore, did not 
constitute common error. 

In the preceding pages the 
authority of the classical au- 
thors has been called upon. 
Their notion of common error 
has not been changed. Had the 
Code adopted any other mean- 
ing or created any fiction, the 
legislator in a few words could, 
and would, have expressed it. 
Every law of interpretation 
compels the canonist to adhere 
to the doctrine exposed above; 
and as a matter of fact, such 
is the more common opinion of 
recent commentators. (Kearney 
‘Delegation,’ p. 122) 
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Luther on the Papacy 


“Tf Christ had not entrusted all power to one man, the 
Church would not have been perfect, because there would 
have been no order and each one would have been able to say 
he was led by the Holy Spirit. This is what the heretics did, 
each one setting up his own principle. In this way, as many 
churches arose as there were heads. Christ therefore wills, in 
order that all may be assembled in one unity, that this power 
be exercised by one man to whom He Himself commits it. 

“He has, however, made this power so strong that He looses 
all the powers of hell (without injury) against it. He says, ‘The 
gates of hell shall not prevail against it,’ as though He said: 
‘They will fight against it but never overcome it,’ so in this 
way it is made manifest that this power is in reality from God 
and not from man. Wherefore, whoever breaks away from this 
unity and order of the power, let him not boast of great en- 
lightenment and wonderful works, as our Picards and other 
heretics do, ‘for much better is obedience than the victims of 
fools who know not what evil they do.’ (Eccles. iv, 17).” — 
Luther, before his apostasy, in Werke, Weimar, I, 69. 
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Guidance and Counseling 
for Catholic Schools 


Loyola University Press, Chicago 13, Ill. 
1958, pp. 264, $4.50—-$3.60 


Group Guidance Units 
for Catholic Schools 


Loyola University Press, Chicago 13, Ill. 
1957, pp. 172, $3.80—$2.65 


riests and teachers alike are 
painfully aware that, as our 
Catholic school population grows, 
the problem of keeping the Cath- 
olic character of the school be- 
comes more critical. Here are a 
pair of books designed to help 
the busy parish and school per- 
sonnel devise the plan for ful- 
filling efficiently the responsi- 
bility of the Christian guidance of 
souls at any level of educational 
development. The author points 
out in the introduction that Guid- 
ance and Counseling For Catho- 
olic Schools seeks to outline a 
practical method proper to the 
problems and needs of students and 
to offer suggestions that will guar- 
antee a ‘distinctly Christian” pro- 
gram. 


Those responsible for the Chris- 
tian training of youth know all too 
well that the forces and complexity 
of our modern environment de- 
mand knowledge, habits, and vir- 
tues in the young that could hard- 
ly be gained in their few years 
or from _ classroom instruction 
alone. What can the priest or the 
teacher do about it? This book 
suggests that carefully organized 
guidance and counseling programs 
involving the services of the priest 
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and capitalizing on all the ot 
resources at hand can safegu 
the traditional attention to the 
dividual soul and do battle 
the problems attendant to gro 
The school administrator espec 
ly might consider the plans 
lined here. 


In the chapters on counsel 
and vocational guidance, Fat 
Saalfeld proposes some ideas to 
sure a systematic approach in d 
ing with individual students an 
check on their development. 
suggests, for example, a check 
for use in counseling, opportuni 
for encouraging parish loyalty 
deeper spiritual life, and a ser 
of leading questions or stateme 
for discussion in the areas of a 
lescent counseling. That all v 
tions and occupations in life show 
be related to or encouraged as 
performance of the works of me 
may be open to discussion, j 
as the relationship of God-gi 
gifts and the Will of God to o 
vocation could stand some furtk 
discussion. Nonetheless, the ma 
ways by which the author brin 
the spiritual elements into ¢f 
whole work of guidance and cot 
seling provokes re-evaluation — 
one’s own individual procedures. 
“handling young people,” whet 
in the school or the rectory parl 

In Group Guidance Units, c 
finds a wealth of outline mater 
covering all the essential areas 
Christian adolescent developme 
There is an evident attempt to ex 
vert the natural into the sup 
natural framework of the virtu 
for example, building a proy 
sense of values is progress in 1 
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a of prudence. Those who are 
1 charge of young peoples’ groups 
nd other youth activities will find 
ais material helpful and a source 
jor preparing retreats and days of 
ecoliection. 


' The necessity as well as the op- 
ortunities of guidance and coun- 
feling on an orderly and efficient 
‘asis have received relatively little 
ttention from Catholic sources to 
tate. These books might well be 
ised in seminaries and houses of 
tudy to further preparation in an 
nereasingly important area of the 
Yhurch’s work with souls. In any 
‘vent, here is a welcome begin- 
iing for those who are concerned 
bout the Christian character and 
yersonality formation of youth.— 
fohn McCorkle, S.S., St. Edward’s 
Seminary, Kenmore, Washington. 


Guide for 
Religious Administrators 
by Paul J. Hoffer, S.M. 


tr. by Gabriel J. Rus, S.M. 
Bruce, Milwaukee, 1958 
pp. 192, $4.50 


oS excellent book by the Su- 
perior General of the Marianist 
‘athers, masterfully translated 
rom the French by one of his 
ubjects, is a handbook of ample 
roportions for both those who 
re religious superiors and those 
tho hold administrative positions 
1 Catholic schools. As such it 
hould have a wide and ever ex- 
anding circle of readers. One 
oes not have to read far in order 
» discover that Father Hoffer has 
n unusual insight regarding peo- 
le, leadership, and administra- 
on in general. He considers the 
ntire role of the superior: pro- 
1ssional, human, material, and re- 
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ligious. In the course of his wise 
chapters blending keen human in- 
sight with deep religious fervor, 
he makes numerous straightfor- 
word remarks that give one pause, 
often in the form of quotations 
from others. 


By the way of example: “The 
administrator must have, within 
the limits of possibility, an appre- 
ciation of the immense variety of 
individual psychological complexi- 


ties. . . . The climate, even the 
wind and the temperature, can 
be an insurmountable handicap 


for such and such a one. St. Pe- 
ter Canisius left Switzerland be- 
fore the arrival of the hot south- 
erly wind which practically petri- 
fied his faculties.’ — “Nothing 
gives as much joy, sense of fulfill- 
ment, and enthusiasm as_ the 
knowledge that we are in the right 
place.” “Tf all our religious 
were saints, recourse to superna- 
tural motives would suffice... . 
But such is not the case.” And 
then he quotes St. Francis de 
Sales: “I am all powerful and I 
can do anything I want because 
I expect from men only what they 
are capable of doing, with due al- 
lowance for their weakness and 
limited capacity.” 


I fear I will not get far with 
this review, considering the brev- 
ity required in this magazine, if 
I continue to quote. I find my- 
self constantly making marginal 
marks. Here I go again: “The 
formation of good collaborators is 
one of the most difficult. The 
praetor does not concern himself 
with little things, said the Romans. 
An administrator doesn’t do the 
work of his secretary or his as- 
sistants. His task is often so com- 
plex that he will be quickly over- 


857 


THE PRIEST 


whelmed if he insists on doing 
everything himself.” Sapienti sat! 
Chapter two treats of the su- 
perior as the Father of his com- 
munity. Therein the author tells 
how a religious can be brought 
to the observance of the rule: a 
thing that many would like to 
know. Among the means mention- 
ed, the most efficacious, he says, 
“is without a doubt the example 
of the superior himself. He must 
be a living Rule. ‘An ounce of 
example,’ says St. Francis de 
Sales, ‘is more efficacious than a 
hundred pounds of talk.’ ” 


Chapter three treats of the su- 
perior as head of the school, chap- 
ter four of responsibility for the 
material welfare of the commu- 
nity, with golden words on pov- 
erty. The book then ends with 
seven brief meditations for a su- 
perior. And it is a pleasure to 
find a book like this with such 
a splendid index. One can really 
find things. To whom it may con- 
cern: Get this book by all means. 


At the risk of incurring the 
wrath of the editor because I am 
taking too much space. I still wish 
to add this paragraph from the 
third chapter, page 137. It is a 
question that has been so often 
asked me, by superiors. From 
whom does the superior get per- 
mission? 

Father Hoffer answers: “The 
superior is subject to the same 
obligations of the vow and the 
spirit of poverty as any other re- 
ligious. He is merely the steward 
responsible before God for the 
work that he has to do and for 
the things that he has to watch 
over. When he needs something, 
he may give himself those per- 
missions which the Rule author- 
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izes him to give to the member 
of the community. Over and b 
yond this he is subject to th 
authority of his major superiors 
Above all he must rigorously den 
himself anything that he woul 
have to refuse to one of his sul 
ordinates.” — W. Herbst, S.D.S 
Menominee, Mich. 


Handbook of Ceremonies 


by John B. Mueller, S.J. 
Herder, St. Louis & London 
1958, $6.50 


Ree by Adam Ellis, 38.2) 
this is the 18th edition, done i 
conformity with the most recen 
decrees of the Sacred Congre 
ation of Rites of 1957 and 1958. 

By this time the present prot 
col must be carpeting this land 
of Mary, these Delighted States oF 
America. The reason is that thi 
is an indispensable vade - mecum 
for the sacristan and the pasto 
who knows that the rubrics 0; 
ceremonies are not only directive 
but imperative, have to be learn 
ed and known in order to be 
loved and obeyed. 

By means of her liturgical wor 
ship the Church offers to God the 
homage of adoration. Now ador 
ation is the recognition of God’: 
supreme sovereignty over us, anc 
of our absolute dependence or 
Him as His children and Hi: 
creatures. 

Our worship springs from ow 
knowledge of God’s greatness. I. 
we would adore rightly we mus 
first know perfectly. Prayer is ar 
act of our reason. Now it belong: 
to reason to put things in order 
Reason therefore is the principl 
of adoration, which, in conse 
quence, should be guided by know 
ledge. 
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The Mass in Meditation 


by THEODOR SCHNITZLER 


2 volumes 


Even the most sublime actions can become common- 
place. The daily celebration of Mass is no exception. 
The priest can very easily fall into a pattern of mechan- 
ical recitation of the prayers of the Mass and routine 
performance of the rites of the Holy Sacrifice. 

Father Schnitzler of Cologne has written a two- 
volume work which should receive a warm welcome 
from priests and seminarians. It is as its title indicates 
— a book of meditations on the Mass itself. Leaning 
heavily on Gihr and Jungmann for the historical and 
liturgical data, Father Schnitzler succeeds admirably in 
presenting this material in a manner that will immedi- 
ately absorb the interest of the reader. His brief, laconic 
points of meditation for the priest are unusually apt and 
provocative. 


Vol. I, The Canon and Consecration, $4.50 
Vol. II, The parts which precede and follow 
the Consecration (ready in February) 


At your bookstore or from: 


HERDER OF ST. LOUIS 
17 South Broadway St. Louis 2, Mo. 
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Here we see the reason why the 
Church gives such an importance 
to liturgy. Sixtus V declared that 
“the sacred rites and ceremonies 
which the Church employs in the 
administration of sacraments ap- 
pertain to the worship of God 
and are’ a powerful means of in- 
struction for the Christian people 
in the true Faith.” 

No wonder that many saints at- 
tached so much importance to lit- 
urgical ceremonies. St. Theresa of 
Avilla would have died rather 
than break any of them. And as 
we know, St. Theresa was so learn- 
ed that she would have been de- 
clared a Doctor of the Church if 
she had not belonged to the sex 
of your mother, dear reader. — J. 
M. Lelen, Glenmary, Ohio. 


The Secular Journal of 
Thomas Merton 


Farrar, Straus & Cudahy, New York 
1959, xv & 270 pp., $3.75 


lies first entry in this jour- 
nal is dated October 1, 1939 
and the last, November 27, 1941. 
The published volume represents 
parts of the sole survivor of “two 
or three large manuscript vol- 
umes” along with a few excerpts 
from the destroyed volumes. Tho- 
mas Merton typed the saved 
matter and gave it to Catherine 
de Hueck Doherty before he en- 
tered Gethsemani. There has been 
some editing before publication, 
but the book seems to have re- 
tained what must have been its 
original flavor. 

If Thomas Merton were not an 
important name in_ twentieth- 
century literature, there would be, 
of course, no reason for printing 
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this volume. Many young 
with or without literary aspi 
tions, with or without a sense 
vocation, keep diaries. But TI 
mas Merton was not just anot 
of such “many young men.” 
is the author of one of the v 
important books of our centu 


world and the religious wor 
and through them on our a 
has not been measured; but : 
who remember that impact kn 
that it was considerable, and 
who are concerned with vocati 
work know that it is still ec 
siderable. 


Father Merton, not a one-be 
man, has added to his litera 
(and it goes without saying 
his religious) stature with oth 
productions. It is with The Sev 
Storey Mountain, however, t 
The Secular Journal has 
closest link. The author says 
his preface that the Journal | 
“quite obviously not what o 
normally calls ‘spiritual reading 
Yet the Journal will certai 
serve as a kind of marginal glo 
to The Seven Storey Mountai 
and this reviewer belives th 
the student of a later generatic 
who studies Merton as a litera 
subject will find the Journal 
very useful document. 


Like most diaries, the Journ 
is a bouwillabaisse into which tk 
author threw many ingredien 
that in themselves may or may n 
be significant but which all co 
tribute to the flavor of the pr 
duct. All the ingredients can 
from Merton’s mind; and th 
mind was the sum total of Th 
mas Merton’s reactions to his e 
vironment, to his tastes, to h 
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interests, and to the graces of 
God. There is no facile way of 
summarizing a book which con- 
tains random jottings, which con- 
tains spiritual and esthetic com- 
ment on church architecture in 
Cuba and on a Hitler-obsessed 
world, which contains notes on 
self-evaluation as a writer, which 
contains the record of insights 
into literary figures, which con- 
tains cultural criticism on paint- 
ings and personal responses to 
nature, which contains a thousand 
other things including praise of 
poverty, attraction to asceticism, 
and a weighing of values of all 
kinds. While the book is not 
easily summarized, its effect is 
inescapable. No one could read 
it without saying to himself: the 
man who kept this journal had 


to become a religious — he w 
up to his neck in actual grad 
and was cooperating with the 
furiously | 
The format of the book 
phasizes its diary character. T 
lines of the text are not ju 
fied. In most books, unjustifi 
lines would be unjustifiable: 
this book they are right, for t 
contribute to the impression t 
we are reading a diary or a no 
book. Even the pictures betwe 
the divisions of the text are 
the snapshot-on-the-spot type, s 
snapshots as might be slipped 
to a packet of letters as a me 
ento of some period of one’s lit 
All in all, The Secular Jourri 
is a satisfying document. If it 
not Merton at his most brillia 
it is not Merton with all the 
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swers of The Seven Storey Moun- 
tain; but it is Merton with the 
questions which led him to Geth- 


semani. — Vincent M. Eaton, S.S., 
St. Charles College, Catonsville, 
Md. 


The Parables of Jesus 


by Francis L. Filas, S.J. 


Macmillan, New York, 1959 
pp. 165, $3.75 


UR Lord’s method of teaching 

through parables has been fre- 
quently studied, and from various 
points of view. The present work 
is described in its title as a popu- 
lar work on the subject. It is just 
that, adjusted to study groups a- 
mong the laity, attempting little 
more than a determination of the 
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meaning of the parables in all th 
variety. The author has a few 
marks to start with on this lit 
ary form, a kind of limited, co 
servative and simple introductio 
This same attitude is preserv 
through the book, in all the seve 
ty “parables” to which he atten 
Father Filas, through his conta 
with college students and his wo 
on radio and TV, knows how #4 
simplify and clarify his topics, 
is evident from this most recent j 
his literary efforts. 


From this it might be conclu 
ed that priests will not get mu 
from the book. In fact, the pries 
who is conversant with curre 
biblical writings of a more su 
stantial vein might regard it as t 
light even for the average educi 
ed layman. But perhaps Fathe 
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Breviary And 
Missal Prayers 


By Rev. John C. Selner, SS., S.T.D. 


Contains all the prayers most frequently used 
by priests and seminarians. All basic prayers 
are in Latin and English: an appendix includ- 
es other popular prayers in English alone. 

Included are: Prayers before and after 
Mass; Blessing at meals; Prayers before a 
journey; Litanies; Special prayers for priestly 
state. 

Every priest will want a copy to keep 
on his-prie-dieu for use in making his Mass 
preparation and thanksgiving; also a handy 
book for use when traveling. 


208 Pages 4” x 6” 
Genuine Leather, morocco grain gold edges 
8.50 
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By Rev. Robert Nash, S.J. 


Father Nash translates the message of the 
Exercises into the language and situations 
of everyday life. Realizing that not every- 
one can make the Exercises in their en- 
tirety, the author introduces modern men 
and women to the riches of the Exercises 
and shows how the life of the soul can 
be developed in a consistent and effective 
way. 
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Cloth 192 Pages $3.75 
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Filas may be a better judge of 
this. 

Several modifications of his ap- 
proach to the individual parables 
might have made the expositions 
more effective even for the laity. 
The first of these would be more 
detailed attention to the customs 
or cuture in which the stories are 
native. Another suggestion would 
be more regard for the historical 
setting of those parables which 
draw a good deal of their meaning 
from the circumstances that oc- 
casioned them. The author does 
not entirely neglect these ele- 
ments, but his use of them is hard- 
ly as effective as it could be. In 
the introduction he indicates the 
distinction between parable and 
allegory; but in his expositions 
this difference is to often over- 
looked. 

Those who do make use of this 
book will, undoubtedly, come to 
know and understand the parables 
better, and perhaps in this way 
come to a finer appreciation of the 
Gospels. — W. L. N. 


The Light of the World 
Vol. II, Easter Cycle 


by Benedict Baur, 0.S.B. 


B. Herder, St. Louis 
1959, pp. 384, $5.50 


BBOT Baur’s book of medita- 

tions on the liturgical year 
brings with it memories. It is im- 
possible to say how others felt, 
but there was always something 
grating about group meditation in 
the seminary. Perhaps it wasn’t 
the formal point-by-point system 
that was so unpalatable. It was of- 
ten the content of the meditations, 
I am certain, that one found so 
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annoying. For instance, on Ja 
ary 7 the lector might annou 
(in the cold gray darkness of t 
hour before Mass): “The Den 
of Peter.” And this, on the seco 
day of the Epiphany Octave! 
For this reason, when Ab 
Baur’s volumes were first p 
sented to the English speaki 
public not too many years ago, 
was a relief and a joy to use ne 


This was one of the first conte 
porary group of liturgical medi 
tions generally available. “a 
anger (God bless him) had le 
since become out of date (hos 
the Newman Press had unpro 
ably reprinted him from the 
plates). The Liturgical Press 
nt begun to publish Parse 
“Year of Grace,” and Dame Aem 
liana Loehr had been allowed | 
go out of print. Monsignor He 
riegel’s “Vine and Branches” w 
a newcomer, but rather stilted. 

From that time of scarcity v 
have emerged into the bountif 
present which happily includ 
Parsch and Loehr, and even 
coming revision of Guerange 
Abbot Baur’s new revised ar 
more compact edition remains 
gracious and complete work. 

His meditations present tl 
temporal cycle of the Liturgy in 
manner which combines scholé 
ship with a fine understanding 
what meditation is supposed to « 
— namely, to foster mental pre 
er 


; 


Meditations on the  liturgic 
year are often too dryly historic 
boringly discursive or famishing 
skeletal. Abbot Baur quietly ste 
between and over these excess 
by merely holding up God befe 
us in the many-faceted beauty a 
truth of our worship, so that \ 
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may adore Him and realize His 
presence in and among us. If he 
gives a note on the history or 
archeological interest of a given 
Mass, he does so not only to in- 
struct, but to enhance our grasp 
of the two-way flow of tradition 
which strengthens faith. 

The Liturgy is supremely an 
experience of the action of Christ. 
Meditation in preparation for 
liturgy should, ideally, present 
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Toward Breviary Reform 


have read the pungent if 

not scholarly remarks of ‘“an- 
other Wisconsin priest” with re- 
gard to the criticisms of the 
Breviary by a young Wisconsin 
priest. 

I will not say that this pious 
other Wisconsin priest is one of 
those puritanical reactionaries 
who stand for the norm of “nil in- 
novetur” and who would ,have 
been not only nauseated but high- 
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Christ in action — in His life 
work and words, centering on f 
mysteries of the season. To — 
this, Scripture must retain f 
same prominence in meditat 
that it does in the prayer te 
of the Mass itself. Abbot Ba 
meditations are, above all, Se 
tural. Also, they are reada 
which is no small achievement 
any meditation book. — Jam 
F. Kittleson, Ryegate, Montana, 


| 


ly scandalized if, ten years ag 
anyone had dared to propose 
reform of the Eucharistic fast. | 


Whatever this pious and herd 
soul may feel about the eal 
it is nevertheless the ardent 4 
sire of many learned and tr 
pious priests that the Holy §& 
may soon reform the Breviary | 
as to make it a morning medi 
tion, a noon visit to the Bless 
Sacrament, and an evening prayé 

Many of my conferes feel th 
the Breviary is truly a “pond 
diei,” particularly on Sundays. T! 
fact that the shocked critic of t! 
enfant terrible knows a saintly o 
priest who looks forward to tl] 
recitation of the Breviary, do 
not diminish the validity of t] 
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Now Available In English .. . 


A MANUAL OF 


DOGMATIC THEOLOGY 


by A. TANQUEREY 
with J. B. Bord 


I ee ees sn — 


translated from 
Brevior Synopsis 
Theologiae Dogmaticae 
by Msgr. John Byrnes 


More than a summary, it contains in some de- 
tails a statement and an explanation of the doctrines 
of the Catholic Church and the foundations of these 
doctrines in Tradition, in the Bible, and in reason. 
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$9.75 the set 
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DESCLEE CO., INC. 
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arguments brought forward by the 
young Wisconsinite. 

Yes, we do need a reformed 
Breviary, and that in the vernac- 
ular! May I ask the other Wiscon- 
sin priest to pray for me as well as 
for that poor hopeless Wisconsin 
priest who wrote the earlier letter 
of complaint. 

Anthony Goegele 
St. George Church 
George West, Texas 


|F the first Wisconsin priest is 
“Reverend Enfant Terrible” 
then the second one is Reverend 
Senile Terrible. I with many 
others feel the Breviary in its 
present form is outmoded. It is an 
onus. We know well that in its 
historic origin it was meant to be 
a valuable time-consuming ele- 
ment in the priestly day. 
However, centuries later we find 
that the priestly day is a far cry 
from idleness. The mere 18 hours 
spent on feet or in car is not 
enough to handle the cares of the 
day. Here is one priest alone in an 
ocean of 600 families half of 
which are Mexicans who wander 
all over this good earth to “hoe” 
out an existence. It may not be 
very priestly to establish, repair 
and clean up catechetical centers 
in wayward camps—but it sure is 
exhausting. I feel the Breviary is 
an undue hardship heaped on a 
pretty well consumed day. Three 
Masses each Sunday with confes- 
sions before, along with two or 
more baptisms (never at the same 


time) . . . God’s poor come when 
they can... the rich can make ap- 
pointments .. . This, frankly, is a 


hard day. Then comes the Brevi- 
ary with attention and devotion? 
To liken the recitation of the 
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Breviary with the vow of chas' 
is an unfair comparison. Chas 
is imposed by divine law, wi 
founded in good sense and is 1 
mutable. The Breviary is inflic 
by Church law and is quite m 
ble. One can love chastity for | 
it lies a power-house of stren 
It clears the mind for a more c 
plete concentration on the myst 
ies of God and leaves the body 
freshed for vigorous labors in 
vineyard. But, I’m sorry, the Br¢ 
lary wears me out. 


True, “the Breviary is Sacr 
Scripture with exegesis to bo 
—hbut it is about time the exege 
was given the boot! If it is Sacr; 
Scripture we want—why not re} 
it in the order found in the H 
Writ itself? I would much rat 
spend $70 on a good large-pri 
Sacred Bible than on the e) 
straining four-volume Breviary. 

Let the “saintly old priest 
say the Breviary — they sho 
have plenty of time for it. W 
it may be true that a priest w 
loves his Office is a holy priest. 
it is equally true that there a 
many priests who never eve 
heard of the Office on the cane 
of Saints. So now where are wi 


Who will deny that a priest wl 
loves the virtues of obedience 
also a good priest? Under obe« 
ence we say the Breviary—b 
there is no obligation to love 
Anyhow, since when is it a here 
to speak out for the reform — 
even the abolishing of the Bre 
ary? “Ordained ’45” may well re: 
his Breviary, for obviously | 
missed UBI CARITAS IBI AMOR S 
His flagellation of “that yow 
Wisconsin priest’? lacks CARITA: 

Sincerely in Christ, 
A California Padre 
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Yes, Father. . . 


RIGHT OR WRONG 


is available in bulk at re- 
duced prices. The retail 
price of Father Ginder’s 
new 128 page book is $1.00. 
Parish discounts are: 


bogs 10. 00 few i rue © 20% 
to $25.00 ee ees 25% FATHER RICHARD GINDER 
to*encoomn: ait £004 ae 
over ($50100: 248 es 35% 


postpaid in U. S.; elsewhere postage additional 


OUR SUNDAY VISITOR, INC. / Huntington, Ind. 


Please send ................ copies of “Right or Wrong.” 
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This Is 


~—thisis ~~ Catholicism 
CATHOLICISM by John 

a Walsh, S.J. 
A comprehensive 
and iucid expla- 
nation of the 
Catholic Faith in 
question-and-ans- 
wer form. 400 
pages. An Image 
Book crigiests 


Invaluable for both Catholics 
and non-Catholics, this com- 
plete catechism leads the read- 
er easily from basic problems 
to the Church’s most glorious 
doctrines it builds the 
house of Catholicism from the 
ground up. Father Walsh nev- 
er hesitates to raise difficult 
questions. Result: a book 
which helps the reader to grasp 
the mind of Catholicism, to 
sense its true intellectual free- 
dom, to appreciate its grand- 
eur. 


Write today for a complete 
list of parish reading materials. 


One to 3 copies, $1.25; 4 to 7 cop- 
ies, $1.13; 8 or more copies, $1.00. 


NATIONAL 
CATHOLIC 
READING 
DISTRIBUTORS 


180 VARICK ST... NEW. YORK 14, N.Y. 
TELEPHONE WAT-KINS’ 4-3560 
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pees I received my July is 
of THE Priest and I wisk 
object to the letter signed ‘’ 
other Wisconsin Priest.” It is) 
tural and to be expected | 
priests will have different vj 
points on some _ subjects. 

have a right to object and pre 
their case. But there is no 
for sarcasm and lack of charit 
penning a reply. | 

There were many good point 
the letter signed “Parish Pr} 
Wisconsin.” His critic in the 4 
issue states, “He writes as th 
he were a spokesman for all | 
priests. I am sure that most, if) 
all priests do not subscribe to 
mode of thinking about the 
viary.” 

Has this critic facts to px 
that most priests agree with hi 
Did he take a census? I could | 
find any indication in his wri} 
that the author of the first le} 
considered himself a _ spokesy 
for all priests. He favored the 
nacular because, as he said, 
preferred reading “a portion 
the Sacred Scriptures every | 
in the language I speak most 
the time and the language 
which I think.” 

The Breviary is the offi 
prayer of the Church. But pra 
is conversing with Almighty ¢ 
or raising the mind and heart 
God, and I respectfully sub 
that mumbling the  prescri 
pages of Latin without comprek 
sion is not prayer. Despite ye 
of study, Latin for many is a 
eign language in which one ne 
er thinks nor converses. 

The March-April, 1959 issue 
“Amen” has an article enti 
“99% of Clergy For Vernact 
Office” according to a survey 
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Father Maurice Freemeyer, O.S.B., 
published in “Altar and Home” 
for February, 1959. 

A minority prefer to say the Of- 
fice in Latin. It is a real prayer 
for them. Well, let them say it in 
Latin. A few priests prefer to say 
it in Hebrew, so they were able 
to obtain permission from Rome 
to say it in Hebrew. 

If the vast majority of priests 
in the United States prefer to say 
the Office in English, why don’t 
we petition the Holy See? Then 
the official prayer of the Church 
would have more meaning for the 
average priest. There would be no 
valid excuse for reciting the Office 
without attention. What blessings 
would come to the priests and to 
the entire Church if this permis- 
sion were granted, for then every 
single one of us would be enabled 
to pray not only with our lips but 
also with our hearts. 

Joseph H. Wolvers 
Rutland, Illinois 


Urges Fraternal Charity 


ISCONSIN Priest Ordained °45 
was unkind to Wisconsin 
Priest No. 1 with such expressions 
s “whimpering of an infant cleric 
much in need of weaning,” “as 
though he were a spokesman for 
all the priests,’ “veteran wrest- 
ler,” “prize boner,” wsque ad. . 


We padres preach charity from 
the pulpit, let us practice it at 
all times and in all places — “Ut 
omnes unum sint” ...and then 
there is that new commandment, 
lest we forget. . 

Regarding candle wicks, Teresa 
Heinz of Lux Candle Co., Ipswich, 
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S.D., says she will supply wi 
free to mission workers. Tt 
would have to know if the wi« 
were meant for votive lig 
candles, diameter, etc. 


Lovingly in Jesus, 
TT. JsvAsh 

Alma 

Wisconsin 


Husband 


preee reading my wife’s mj 

in response to her article 
parish missions in THE PRIEST, 
almost feel justified in reachi 
for my shotgun. 


Mrs. Armstrong’s mail ran 
to one in favor of her artic’ 
There were, indeed, some inte 
gent and articulate expressions 
disagreement with certain of h 
views. However, almost witha 
exception, the applauding corre 
pondence warned that she wou 
be “stoned” or “bombed” or t 
like. She was none of these. B 
she was smeared with unChristi 
language and words unworthy 
the consecrated fingers that for: 
ed them on paper. 


At the age of 32 (11 years as 
Catholic), Mrs. Armstrong h 
written nine books and countle 
articles. Her writings, publish 
and read on five continents, ha 
brought Christ into literally m 
lions of homes. She has been gé¢ 
erous in the extreme with h 
talents, time, money, and praye 
for the good of the Church. The 
facts are personally known 
many of your readers. Have thc 
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| NEW and beautiful! 


Sacred Pictures 


Calendar 


ee eee 


an ideal parish 


Christmas remembrance 


eaturing 13 full-color reproductions of 
1e most famous religious works of art. 
hey were reproduced via color photo- 
raphs of the original canvasses now 
‘easured throughout art galleries, 
qurches, monasteries and private collec- 
ons in Europe and America. Lithography Offered fort the tine? 
‘as used to assure the finest quality color 
sproduction. All pages are well worth 
‘aming. 


The inside front cover of the Sacred Pictures Calendar has 
rayers and devotional narrative to aid in the appreciation of the 
ictures. The condensed catechism on the inside back cover is 
2. abbreviated treasury of Catholic doctrine. 


Parish information can be imprinted in handsome Old Eng- 
sh type on each page. Up to 24%” of imprinting space per page. 
finimum order for this added service is 100 calendars. 


Reduced Parish Prices 


time by Our Sunday 
Visitor! 


eS ae 29ce each 1000 to 1999 .......25¢ each 
30 to 499 ___.......28¢e each 2000 to 2999 ........ 24c each 
0 to 999 _.... ......27¢c each 3000 or more ........ 23c each 


rder from: 


ur Sunday Visitor... Huntington, Ind. 


@ Please give exact quantity and imprint copy 
(on orders of 100 or more calendars.) 
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who attacked Mrs. Armstrong 
done more, in accordance with 
their exalted state in life? — or 
even as much? 

The editors of THE Priest al- 
lowed Mrs. Armstrong to speak 
her piece as an expert witness. 
Not one of your subscribers could 
have written that article: a des- 
cription of how certain parish 
missions sound from the other 
side of the railing and, in particu- 
lar, to a housewife busy with sev- 
en children. She approached her 
subject in a positive, constructive 
way. But instead of hearing out 
the witness, too many of your read- 
ers wanted to shoot her and strike 
her testimony from the record! 

Sincerely yours, 
Martin F. Armstrong, Jr. 


Springdale, Connecticut 


And Still More Comme 


ECENTLY I read The Ta 

Christ Told by Mrs. Armstr 

and The Greatest Faith E; 

Known, which she wrote in 

laboration with her father, Ful 

Oursler. She seems to know w 
Christianity is all about. 


It was with interest that I r 
her article in THE PRIEST entit 
“A Hard Look at the Parish M 
sion.” Some of her opinions 4 
open to question, and certainly 
priest who has firsthand kno} 
edge of the good wrought by m 
a mission has the right to disa 
with her. 


However, I was disturbed by 
intemperate remarks about 
Armstrong which appeared in 
correspondence section of ya 


Invest through our 


MISSION CONTRACT 
(Annuity) 


A good way of aiding charity 


and receiving a reasonable 
INTEREST FOR LIFE 


for details. write to 


REV. FATHER RALPH, Nat’! Dir. 
: $.V.D. CATHOLIC UNIVERSITIES 


316 N.- Michigan Ave.” 


Chicago 1, Il 
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agazine. I don’t think you ought 
publish letters which cannot of- 
¢ criticism without descending to 
jsult. 
‘As for the correspondent’s be- 
baning the “greatest calamity of 
P age—letting a woman write in 
‘magazine edited by priests for 
ests,” I might say that he speaks 
r himself and perhaps some few 
her priests, but not for all of 
em. Two of the most thought-pro- 
king articles I have ever read in 
e pages of your magazine were 
ritten by women; one the afore- 
entioned article by Mrs. Arm- 
rong, and the other an article on 
mnnfession by Lucille Hasley en- 
‘led ‘Feelings Don’t Count.” We 
‘iests should not be above hear- 
g the truth once in a while, even 
hen delivered by the ladies. 


Sincerely in Christ, 
C. J. Zweber 
Lakeville, 
Minnesota 


EING acquainted with Mrs. 
Martin F. (April Oursler) 
‘mstrong and considering it a 
ivilege to call her friend, when 
. Hard Look at the Parish Mis- 
yn”? appeared in THE Priest, I 
‘ote her a congratulatory note, 
pressing approval of her stand 
t at the same time preparing 
r for a deluge of acrimonious 
iticism on the part of some 
ntlemen of the cloth. In reply 
her naive query as to why some 
iests might take offense at her 
nest appraisal, I tried to point 
t as diplomatically as possible 
at some of the brethren un- 
‘tunately operate on the theory 
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We supply Free Layouts, Free 
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that the oils of ordination auto- 
matically flood us with a scientia 
infusa and a wisdom that are above 
all reproach on the part of the 
laity—who are then expected to 
grovel at our feet and accept every 
word we speak, every sermon we 
deliver, every decision we render 
as a Roma locuta deal. 


I did not expect—and did not 
prepare Mrs. Armstrong for—criti- 
cism of the kind that appeared in 
one of the letters under ‘“Corre- 
spondence” in the issue of August, 
1959. I believe most of those who 
disagree with Mrs. Armstrong’s 
position will nevertheless agree 
that her acid pen was dipped in 
charity. I wish as much could be 
said of the Reverend critic who 
displayed ignorance as well as 
malice when he wrote these lines: 
“T could go on and on regarding 
the greatest calamity of the age— 
letting a woman write in a maga- 
zine — ‘Edited by Priests for 
Priests. What gives? Not her 
girdle, I hope? I suppose she wears 
one at her age. If our Holy Mother 
the Church gives approval to Mis- 
sions, why should we allow a 
mother who should be raising a 
family, if possible, to tell the 
’ priests what to do?” 


For shame, Father! Surely, wear- 
ing a girdle is a woman’s own per- 
sonal and private concern, as is her 
age. As for being a mother, Mrs. 
Armstrong has seven children 
(five boys and two girls), and she 
and her husband are rearing them 
in the fear of the Lord and in true 
understanding of the Liturgical 
Year. Would that more mothers 
had her lively faith, quick under- 
standing and universal charity. 


Perhaps if the good Father who 
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went “after her’ had read a 4 
of the books she has written, 
might have understood better | 
qualifications for crying 
against inefficiency, phariseei 
abuse, or what have you when 
sees it. 


Sincerely in St. France 
Luke M. Ciampi, O.F. 
Editor, “Padre” 


Praises Fr. McGirr 


ONGRATULATIONS' on 
August issue of THE PRIEST 
special word of praise for Patr: 
J. McGirr and his article, “R 
mentation? Never!” 
Sincerely in Christ: 
Carl G. Gentner 
Center Line 
Michigan 


A Program For 
Catholic Alumnae 


Tene unrelated items caught r 

attention in this week’s pre 
which someone’ might do son 
thing about. First is an editor: 
comment to this effect: ‘“Forei’ 
purchases and tariffs on electric 
machinery, textiles, shoes a3 
other commodities have broug 
screams of protest from Ne 
York, New England, New Jers: 
and Pennsylvania members, RB 
publicans and Democrats alike 


The other item is the gross 
immodest illustration enclose 
from the Saturday Evening Po: 


October / 19. 


A NEW O-S-V BOOK 
for INQUIRY classes 


25 Questions unique book 


NON- CATHOLICS ASK represents the fruit of 


: Father O’Brien’s eight years 
of discussions and surveys 
with priests throughout the 
country who direct Infor- 
mation Centers or conduct 
Inquiry Classes. 


Here Father O’Brien sug- 
gests clear and convincing 
answers gathered also from 
his 40 years experience in 
convert instruction. This 
new book becomes an in- 
valuable aid for any priest 
who comes in frequent con- 
tact with inquiring non- 
Catholics. 


30 cents per copy 
PARISH DISCOUNTS 


start at $2.00 / minimum charge order $2.00 


LOeS1 O00 Fee tarts. 20% TO SOU OO ict... necr donecdoose 30% 
ConS25,00 RES 2s er: 25% over $50.00 .................. 35% 


postpaid in United States / elsewhere postage additional 
Order from the Book Department, 
OUR SUNDAY VISITOR INC., Huntington, Indiana 
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issue of May 23, 1959, which wi 
probably bring no screams of pri} 
test from anyone, although tk 
harm done will be _ infinite] 
greater. 


Why this difference, unless 
Catholics are more indifferent 
the loss of souls than busine 
men to the loss of worldly wealt 


Why couldn’t this be a cause f 
our Catholic college alumna 
Why couldn’t they organize the 
selves into a group of “screa 
ers,” protesting to those who a 
ostensibly respectable first, 
others afterwards? 


The Dean of a Catholic colle 
once told me that our Cathol 
alumnae have no outlet for the 
talents after graduation. 
priests ought to keep giving ther 
work to do. In your own way pe¥ 
haps you can do something wit] 
these ideas. 


Congratulations on getting ms 
Priest out regularly and interes 
ingly. 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 
Fr. Ignatius McDonough, S.A 
Montour Falls, N.Y. 


St. Alphonsus’ Stations 


thousand Amens to the lette 

of the parish priest fron 
Maryland about the Stations of St 
Alphonsus. Many years ago I vow 
ed that at the first moment I wa 
free to choose my own version o 
the Stations I would drop St. Al 
phonsus’. I doubt if one in a mil 
lion could say them with sincerity 


Sincerely, 
Pennsylvania Pastor 
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MOORE Confirmation Robes | 


Accessories 


Confirmation Day becomes outstanding for young 
children dressed in these lovely scarlet and white 
Confirmation Robes. The ceremony takes on added 
significance; distracting style differences are gone 
and the children appear in equal becomingness. Ex- 
pense is no burden because Moore Confirmation 
Robes are rented inexpensively for the days needed. 
The lovely Robes fit perfectly, arrive in plenty of time 
individually packaged 
for easy handling, 
and transportation 
charges are prepaid. 
Now in nationwide 
use by Catholic par- 
ishes of all sizes. 
Write today for com- 
plete information and 
illustrated brochure. 
Or request sample . 
outfits; no obligation. 
Ask for 
Catalog CC-12 


E.R. MOORE C9. 
932 Dakin Street, Chicago 13, Ill. 


268 Norman Ave., Brooklyn 22, N.Y. 
1641 N. Allesandro St., Los Angeles 26 
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also makers of caps and gowns ° girls’ gym suits 


GOOD, BETTER or BEST? 


What 


The answer is simple . . . requiring only 
a balancing of the ideal against the prac- 
tical. That’s why Will & Baumer produces 


three grades of lights for votive purposes. 


These little candles nourish spiritual 
graces by fanning sparks of faith, confidence 
and hope in the hearts of the faithful. 


In this fulfillment you may select from 
Will & Baumer’s triple offering of a choice 
of sizes, wax mixtures and costs best suited 
to your needs. 


grade of votive light Sak you buy? 


W4é Baumer 


VIGIL LIGHT® A nationally 
known light with a nationally 
known name, the exclusive prop- 
erty of Will G Baumer. Made from 
the finest of wax to the strictest 
quality standards, insuring lona, 
clean, trouble-free burning. Vigil 
Lights* withstand wide temperature 
variations and will not slump or 
wilt. Available in 24, 15, and 10 
hour size tapered and 10, 8, 6, 4, 
and 2 hour size, straight side. * 


ADORATION LIGHT® The same i 
quality wax mixture as the genuine 
Vigil Light with practically the same 
burning qualities. Varies only in 
volume of wax and bulk packed in 
plain cartons for greater economy. 
Available in 10, 8, 6, 4, and 2 hour 
sizes, straight side. 


GLEAMLIGHTS® Our most eco- 
nomical light, the same size as the 
Adoration Light but made of less 
costly wax and with a lower melt- 
ing and deformation point. Bulk 
packed in plain, low-cost cartons, 
Available in 10, 8, 6, 4, and 2 hour 
sizes, straight side. 


*Vigil light is the trade name 


identifying the votive lights 
made exclusively by Will & 
Baumer. 
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